Yarra burgan

Kunzea leptospermoides
Stopping the Yarra burgan takeover in Halls Gap
An emerging weed threatening the unique biodiversity of the Grampians National Park

ABOUT THE PROJECT
Yarra burgan (Kunzea leptospermoides, previously K. ericoides) is a tall (2-5 [<15]m) native shrub originating
from eastern Victoria and the NSW coastal hinterland. It is not indigenous to Halls Gap or the Grampians
National Park. Yarra burgan was introduced to the region as an ornamental garden plant and has since
spread forming dense thickets which are a biodiversity threat and potential fire hazard.
With local community support this project aims to map the extent of Yarra burgan, control the infestations
and replant where needed with alternative species. The end goal is eradication of Yarra burgan in Halls Gap.

Yarra burgan was initially thought to be a
similar species, Kunzea ericoides, from New
Zealand, but studies revealed it as an
Australian native. It is a highly successful
species in part due to changes in climate and
hybridization. Yarra burgan looks very
similar to the local Prickly Tea Tree
(Leptospermum continentale) masking the
problem as it looks to belong in the
landscape.
Its ability to outcompete local native plants
enables it to take over with grave
implications for the surrounding Grampians
National Park natural values. The highly
elevated fuel loads of Yarra burgan
dominated thickets present a safety risk for
residents in Halls Gap.
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YARRA BURGAN &
INVASION
Yarra burgan has potential for
invasion because it displays
several invasive characteristics:
grows in dense stands
suppressing growth of other
tree species.
colonises cleared sites
dominates with age resulting in
reduction of herbaceous species
as the canopy closes over.
unpalatable (except for new
growth)
fast growing
high yields of biomass
mass seed store

Bark- on young stems fissured, peeling in
long strips.
Leaves - soft to to touch, not prickly.
Alternate leaves, narrowly elliptic to narrowly
oblanceolate, spreading, 7-25 mm long, 1-2
mm wide. Colour mid to dark green.
Flowers - white with distinct burgundy
colour in the centre. Flower crowded in
upper leaf axils or on leafy side branches.
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Flowers November to January.
Fruit - seed heads are approximately
5 mm in diameter with 5-6 holes and doesn't
hold seed when dried.

REPORT INFESTATIONS
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Image: Yarra burgan, Scotts Rd, Halls Gap

For practical support in identifying, mapping and treating infestations of Yarra burgan contact:

Project Platypus office ph 03 5538 4410
Project Coordinator - Lachlan McIntyre email projects@platypus.org.au

ON THE GROUND
The map (right) shows the extent of the Yarra burgan (red) and
the denser patches (crosshatched) around Halls Gap. Smaller
infestations have been found on the Ararat-Halls Gap Rd through
to Ararat, with large infestations around Trajul Rd and Pomonal.

WHY REMOVE YARRA BURGAN
to avoid it proliferating and invading new areas.
to maintain the beautiful natural values of local plants and
animals.
it represents a serious fire risk, far greater than endemic local
vegetation.
it prevents local species from establishing with implications for
insects and animals dependent on the local flora.
thickets 4 m high present high fuel loads with potential for
increased wildfire severity.
infestations into the Grampians National Park threatens
consevation significnce.
in the long term, as an invasive species, it will dominate the
Grampians.
flow on effects for local tourism dependent on the natural park
values to attract tourists.

LOCAL SPECIES COMPARISON
There are a few similar species to Yarra burgan which are local to
the Grampians including Shiny tea-tree and Prickly tea-tree.
Before control confirm plant ID
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Kunzea leptospermoides
(Yarra burgan)

Distribution Map: Yarra burgan infestations at Halls Gap
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Leptospermum turbinatum
(Shiny tea-tree)

Leptospermum continentale
(Prickly tea-tree)

TREATMENT OPTIONS
Cut and paint - preferred method which removes the plant and fuel load. It is very important to
paint cut stem with herbicide to ensure plant doesn’t coppice (grow new branches from cut
stem).
Foliar spray/wick-wiping - Foliar spraying with herbicide kills plants but leaves dry fuel loads
increasing fire risk. Foliar spraying can also have off-target impacts damaging or killing
surrounding plants.
Wick-wiping is a good treatment option for small emerging plants.
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