
Partner with
Project Platypus

Upper Wimmera Landcare



To help us achieve our mission, we are seeking 
 
Donations
Sponsorships 
Volunteers 
Pro bono goods/services
 
From individuals and organisations who believe in
giving back for a sustainable environment.

Partner with Project
Platypus



Project Platypus is a network of Landcare groups
leading environmental works in the Upper
Wimmera Catchment of Western Victoria.
Project Platypus was established in 1994 when it
became obvious land and water degradation
problems in the area were too big to be
managed by individuals or Landcare groups. 
Project Platypus is a not-for-profit NGO
governed by a volunteer board and managed
by staff based in Stawell. Project Platypus has
achieved impressive results, attracting over $4.5
million to undertake activities such as erosion
control, revegetation, remnant protection,
perennial pasture establishment, invasive species
control, and community education on
environmental issues.
Our success can be attributed to community
support, our grass roots approach and our ability
to relate to land managers and investors. 

 

The Platypus is an iconic
species for the Wimmera.
Once widespread, it is now

considered locally
threatened. Our name

stems from our desire to
see the platypus return to
a healthy status through
the work that we do. 

Who we are



What we do
The Upper Wimmera Catchment is stunning;
taking in parts of the Grampians National Park,
Mt Cole and Pyrenees Ranges. The area is home
to unique flora and fauna, as well as significant
cultural heritage. Unfortunately, there are
numerous plants, animals and entire vegetation
communities considered threatened or vulnerable
such as the Platypus, Swift Parrot, Growling
Grass Frog, Squirrel Glider, several orchid species,
Grey Box Woodlands and Box Ironbark Forest.
Clearing has impacted waterway and soil
health resulting in highly erosive soil, excess
sediment in waterways and reduced soil fertility
and productivity.   
 

What we do as a Landcare Network is driven
by these realities. Threats to the environment
such as erosion, habitat loss, species decline and
climate change are addressed through programs
such as: 
• revegetation projects and landscape scale
biolinks
• remnant vegetation protection
• invasive plant and animal control
• Landcare group support
• community education via workshops, trials,
farm tours, field days and other events.  
 

At Project Platypus, we have skilled and
experienced staff who are passionate about
improving the ecological health of the region;
delivering quality projects informed by research
and best practice.  
 

Since the inception of Project Platypus,
approximately 2800 ha of land has been
revegetated with over one million indigenous
plants. More than 3200 ha of native vegetation
has been fenced and managed for conservation.
Our strength is helping landowners improve the
sustainability of their land.  

With a catchment area of
3027km2, there is ample

opportunity to continue our work.
 Your support can help us

continue our work and achieve our
mission.



Why invest in Landcare 
with Project Platypus?

Give back to the community
Position your company as socially and
environmentally responsible

Project Platypus is a not-for-profit, non-
government organisation, with a track
record for delivering best practice natural
resource management. 
Project Platypus provides individuals and
organisations with an ethical and
sustainable way to:

 Studies reveal that Landcare
and natural resource

management can generate an
economic return in the order
of 2-5 times the original

investment. 



What might a partnership look like?

The only limit really, is our
imagination.  
 
If you'd like to be involved, but are not
sure how, give us a call.  
 
Here are a few ideas to get the ball
rolling:

Sponsorship to assist day to day
operations of Project Platypus
Sponsorship for a Landcare field
day, event or specific project
Donate a percentage of sales from
your business to a Landcare project,
event or group
Provide in-kind products, services or
people-power
Offer discounts to Project Platypus

 

Make a tax deductible donation to Project Platypus via GiveNow

https://www.givenow.com.au/projectplatypus
 



Partnership Case Study

Geoff and Helen Handbury Foundation and ACE Radio Network

"Without this funding, we would not have the ability
to employ specialist staff, or deliver such varied and
diverse Landcare activities". Project Platypus Board

Member Michael Greene

“Geoff and Helen Handbury Foundation
were keen to support Project Platypus, as
we know that whilst they are a small
not-for-profit organisation, they have a
reputable track record of delivering big
for their community, through the
provision of much needed
environmental services that support the
local landscape as well as the local
community. For this
reason, we'd encourage others to donate
or sponsor to this worthy communtiy
organisation,” 
Rowly & Judy Paterson, Geoff and Helen Handbury
Foundation & ACE Radio Network.

Geoff and Helen Handbury Foundation
have committed to Project Platypus
through funding over a three-year period,
thereby securing their short-term future
by subsidising the organisation’s
management costs. ACE Radio network
have provided Project Platypus with a
much needed link to the public through
media and events. This means that all
future funding can be directed to
delivering projects, improving efficiencies
at delivering outcomes. The Foundation,
together with ACE Radio Network
through their generosity have been
fundamental in keeping the doors of our
Landcare Network open.



Running since 2000, Project Platypus Plantouts
are a series of large scale community tree
planting weekends held each July and are an
integtral part of our revegetation program. 
Thousands of trees are planted, providing
habitat, improving biodiversity, and linking
landscapes through planting in wildlife
corridors. Plantouts also improve farm
productivity through the provision of shelter
belts and shade for stock. 

Plantout weekends are about involving the
community. Each year, volunteers, young and
old, roll up their sleeves and get busy no matter
what the weather! By taking part they develop
a greater environmental awareness and an
appreciation for how farmers care for their land.
Volunteers enjoy the opportuntiy of giving back
to the environment.

Flagship Project
Annual Plantout

"Thanks so much for
an amazing
weekend. So

grateful to have
shared that with all

you amazing
people!! xx"

"Lots of trees
planted, lots of

dancing and lots of
cake!! Good effort!

Thankyou for a
great weekend!!"

"Thank you Project
Platypus, all organisers
and the community that

the crew became. So
much love and no

money exchanged... if
this is the future, I feel

hope."



Partnership Case Study
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water

Over a 15 year period, GWMwater
provided funds of over $350,000 to
Project Platypus to implement land
management activities in the Upper
Wimmera Catchment.  
 
This investment has leveraged many
thousands of investment dollars from
Government and significant
contributions from landholders.  
 
The effect of this injection of funds on
the health of the catchment has been
significant, and its contribution to the
catchment community can't be
measured in dollar terms but has been
considerable.
 

"You just knew, standing in the gaping
gullies, kicking the fragile gravelly soil, that
this was heart in the mouth stuff.
Nonetheless here was an enthusiastic,
committed, and for the first time,
coordinated group of landholders willing to
tackle the most pressing land degradation
issues in the catchment; they just needed
some financial assistance to get underway.
This is where the sponsorship of
GWMWater came in.
Over time, I was struck by the efficiency of
Project Platypus at turning investment into
on-ground works.  They were also able to
blend technically sound solutions and the
practical lessons learnt from farmers who
had been repairing the land for decades.
Our involvement went beyond mere
sponsorship; it created an enduring sense of
belonging, pride and belief in the work of
Project Platypus," 
Nigel Binny, Manager Sustainable Resources,
GWMWater
 



Chicks in the Sticks is an event for
farming women, born out of the
recognition that many of our
engagement activities for farmers were
not tailored towards women, despite
the fact that they make up
approximately half of the agricultural
workforce.
Chicks in the Sticks is usually held
annually and involves visiting a farm
practicing sustainable land
management or innovative practice.
We also hear from female guest
speakers in their field of expertise. To
make the event a fun space for women,
we also encourage them to get dressed
up, but keep their practical gumboots
on, and offer delicious food!
Chicks in the Sticks is an engagement
model designed to help reduce the
gender gap and has been instrumental
in communicating and engaging with
our female farmers. This model has
since been used by other Natural
Resource Management organisations,
and has gained international interest.  

“People learn so
much more when
they are relaxed
and having fun”.

 

Flagship Event

Chicks in the Sticks

 

“Women have the
power to change

things and have great
intuition regarding
the environment”.



Talk to us!
We need support, by way of funding
and donations to continue our work.
 
Project Platypus is a proven working
example of community driven natural
resource management; where
landholders and Landcare groups take
ownership of environmental problems
and come up with innovative solutions
to solve these issues.
 
 

We'd love to hear from you. If you're
interested in supporting or partnering
with Landcare in the Upper Wimmera
Catchment, contact us to discuss your
ideas and needs. 
 
Project Platypus is a listed charity with
Deductable Gift Recipient Status. 



03 53584410  
www.platypus.org.au 


