Project Platypus Upper Wimmera Landcare
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Find us:

To work in partnership with the Landcare
community to improve the environmental health of
the Upper Wimmera Catchment while maintaining
and improving productivity.
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DONATE NOW

Contact us:
11 a Ararat Rd Stawell, Victoria
PO Box 838 Stawell 3380
ph 03 5358 4410

Down to Earth
AUGUST UPDATE
Welcome to our newsletter Down to Earth,
Plant outs are amongst the nicest, feel good, make a difference community events that one can attend. And oh
so much more fabulous when many of the nice things in life have been taken away. Socially distanced smiles

were all the rage with a few elbow bumps and plenty of hard work as volunteers planted over 2400 trees at
"Old Stathconon" near Elmhurst on Sunday July 26th. Thank you to the volunteers, Elmhurst Landcare group
who helped with catering and Project Platypus staff.
Plant outs really are a reminder of how fabulous Landcare is!
Now... I just wish I could bottle up the enthusiasm, good will, community spirit and team work and liberally
spead it around for the rest of the year.
Happy reading
Salutations Andrea
Local Landcare Facilitator

PS (I'm actually smiling!)

CALENDAR
AUGUST
3-9 Landcare week (send in your favourite Landcare photo llf@platypus.org.au)
15 Seasonal climate update webinar with Dale Grey REGISTER
15-23 Virtual Expo Biggest Science Experiment
16 Victoria Landcare Program Health Group Survey COMPLETE HERE (last day to complete it!)
August MobileMuster to support Landcare Australia (mail your old mobile today!)
SEPTEMBER
Sun 20 Adopt a highway Stawell Urban Landcare Group (SULG)
Every Thursday in September - Wimmera Biodiversity Seminar
OCTOBER
Thurs 1 Wimmera Biodiversity Seminar
Seed collection SULG
Community plant out 2020 - Project Platypus & Elmhurst LC
National School Tree Day - Crowlands-Warrak LC
Motion sensor camera for the Ironbarks - Stawell Urban LC
Keep informed farming, ferals, bees & birds
GRANTS
Energy Efficient Communities Program – Small Business Grants (closes 26 Aug 2020)
FRRR Strengthening Rural Communities - Small & Vital Grant (closes 25 Aug 2020)
Pacific Hydro Crowlands Sustainable Communities Fund (open 15 Aug - 15 Sept 2020)

Community plant out 2020
We had the perfect winter’s day with the Pyrenees Ranges as a back-drop for our only public planting event
(plant out) in 2020. Plant outs have been a tradition for over 20 years at Project Platypus but almost thwarted
this year by COVID-19. As volunteers are considered workers, we were able to have more than a social
gathering (set at 10 people), to help plant on the day.
A plant out just doesn't happen it requires a mix of ideas, organisation, preparation, volunteers, funding, time
and support.
Project Platypus appreciate the support of the Communities Environment Program grant from Member for
Mallee, Ann Webster. The funding provided for fencing, trees and a community event. We also thank Fifteen
Trees who provided trees for the project. Three PP board members attended in Paul Harrington, Leanne
Jackman and Michael Greene and several Landcare groups were represented too. Elmhurst Landcare helped
with the catering ensuring the day run smoothly, Al Stephens (PP manager) ended up on BBQ duties which he
seems to enjoy, and he also did a great job in organising the whole day. Lachlan McIntyre (PP staff member) and
myself were also helping on the day.
Here's looking forward to bigger and better plant outs in 2021!

L-R: Carolyn MacDonald, Bill Langcake, Christine Baines Paul Harrington with his useful 4WD quad bike

Peter and Leanne Jackman

Fletcher Greene and Grandfather Michael

National School Tree Day
Grade five and six children from St Mary's Ararat primary enjoyed School Tree Day on Friday July 31st at Paul
and Wendy Harrington's property. Five hundred and fifty trees were planted in record time followed by a
sausauge sizzle for lunch.
Comments from the kids:
"I like that they [trees] provide oxygen"
"I guess they [trees] just help the environment, if we did't have trees we wouldn't be alive"
"Trees are good because they like store carbon dioxide and they produce oxygen"
Why kids enjoyed the excursion:
"Hang around my friends and plant trees"
"It was a really fun day"
"It helps the environment and it's fun"
"Just hanging out,doing something for the environment and planting trees really"
Crowlands-Warrak Landcare recieved funding through the Wimmera CMA and the VLG grants to plant trees on
several properties in their Landcare group.

St Mary's primary and three generations of the Harrington family (including teacher Jo Price)

Wimmera Biodiversity Seminar
Join us for a series of free online events this spring.
The theme is "From little things..." with a great line-up of guest speakers.
Registrations will open shortly.
Dates to save:
Thursday September 3rd
Thursday September 10th
Thursday September 17th
Thursday September 24th
Thursday October 1st

Keep informed
Intensive farming eating up Australian, but there’s another way - The Conversation article discussing how can
we accommodate the needs of both farming and nature. Farming now covers 58% of Australia, or 385 million
hectares, and accounts for 59% of water extracted.
Fire-ravaged Kangaroo Island is teeming with feral cats -bad news for little marsupial - Australian National
University article about Kangaroo Island Dunnarts. Kangaroo Island took a hit with half the island burned due to
recent fires. Network group PPS provided resources and support for the local farmers but of course fires also
impact the native flora and fauna. Recent research found on average, almost double the number of cats per
square kilometre on Kangaroo Island than on the mainland.
Jewel of nature - fight to save glittering green bee after summer fires - The Conversation. This article is part of
Flora, Fauna, Fire, a special project by The Conversation that tracks the recovery of Australia’s native plants and
animals after last summer’s bushfire tragedy
Birdwatching increased tenfold last lockdown.- The Coversation. Australian citizen scientists submitted ten
times the number of backyard bird surveys to BirdLife Australia’s Birdata app in April compared with the same
time last year.

Stawell Urban Landcare Group - motion sensor cameras for the Ironbarks
Read the latest story in this week's "The Weekly Advertiser" to find out more about SULG's project to look after
the Ironbarks: - Protecting birds and mammals

Julie Andrew (SULG) and Derrek Sandow (Parks Vic) installing camera

OUR SUPPORTERS - Donation of support

