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Down to Earth
MARCH 2020 UPDATE

Welcome to our newsletter Down to Earth,
To hear the rain as I write is glorious. As a Landcare Facilitator the next best thing to hear about are
active Landcare groups: Black Range had a clean-up day on the weekend; Moyston are trialling a dropin centre to swap materials; Concongella's cover cropping trial has blossomed; Elmhurst are rabbit
baiting; Northern Grampians have a workshop coming up; Stawell Urban are on a mission to monitor
ferals; Jallukar are trail blazing with their seed production areas amongst other projects and
Crowlands-Warrak have just had their AGM.
Even the board is keeping active with a great story recognising board member Jess Gardner on the
International Day of Women and Girls in Science.
In this issue there are a few stories, events and workshops for you to peruse,
Enjoy
Andrea
Local Landcare Facilitator

MARCH
Wed 11 Ag Vic climate & weather forecast webinar REGISTER
Wed 11 Register for rabbit baiting, Elmhurst Landcare
Fri 13 Growing Ideas Festival, Marnoo
Fri 27 Backyard Landcare - Living in Harmony
27-29 Women on Farms Gathering - Inglewood, Vic.
Tues 31 Landcare school holiday program, Stawell Urban LC

APRIL
Tues 7 Landcare school holiday program, Stawell Urban LG
Thurs 16 General meeting, Crowlands Warrak Landcare

Sun 19 Bambra Agroforestry Farm 2020 Autumn tour www.agroforestry.net.au
Mon 20 Introdcution to Biodynamic Growing, Northern Grampians Landcare, Dadswells Bridge
Tue 21 Ironbarks predator monitoring, Stawell Urban Landcare
Thurs 30 Landcare Vic Inc AGM
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Rabbit baiting campaign - Elmhurst Landcare Group
Register by Wed 11th March
Free feed carrots Mon 16th March
Free feed carrots Wed 18 March
Poisoned carrots Fri 20 March
The rate of spread of the rabbit in Australia is believed to be the fastest of any colonising mammal in
the world. Rabbits graze on native and introduced vegetation, crops and pastures. Rabbit grazing can
prevent seedlings from regenerating and reduce crop yields, as well as increase competition for feed
with livestock. Rabbits directly compete with native wildlife for food and shelter. They also impact on
native plants by ring-barking, grazing and browsing, and preventing regeneration of seedlings. There
are at least 156 threatened species that may be adversely affected by competition and land degradation
by rabbits, which is listed as a key threatening process under Commonwealth legislation.
Contact Ben Greene 0427 504 280 or Doug Keith 03 5354 8233

Landcare School Holiday Program - Stawell Urban Landcare
Tuesday 31 March & Tuesday 7 April
10 am - 12 pm
Stawell Neighbourhood House
The best two hours kids will have on the holidays!

Stawell Urban Landcare, Kara Kara Conservation Management Network and Project Platypus have a
holiday program designed for primary school aged children to connect with nature.The events will be
hosted in Stawell and St Arnaud.
For more information ph 03 5358 4410
Bookings essential: Ticketebo

Introduction to Biodynamics workshop
Monday 20th April
9.00 am-12.30 pm Dadswells Bridge hall
1.30 pm - 4.00 pm Jackman's biodynamic farm, Dadswells Bridge
Northern Grampians Landcare group and Project Platypus are co-hosting a one day workshop on
biodynamics.
The morning session is with John Hodgkinson and Shane Joyce of Biodynamics Agriculture Australia.
Topics to be covered:
•

growing food sustainably and organically

• applying the biodynamic preparations – how to start
• increasing biodiversity and adapting to climate change
• financial benefits in biodynamics - higher value product and reduction of input costs
• optimal compost making

• animal health benefits
• biodynamic methodology
The practical session in the afternoon will be hosted by Peter and Leanne Jackman. They are second
generation farmers who made the decision to farm organically, choosing biodynamic methods. “We
chose biodynamics because of our passion for organic farming. We believe that it is better for us, the
soil, our animals, the environment, and of course the produce tastes better. An additional benefit has
been that we have reduced our input costs.”
Bookings Intro to Biodynamics
More information ph 03 5358 4410

Tiny Art for Nature workshop
Want to contribute a teeny tiny artwork for an epic, interactive, 3D, art installation? It will take a
community of artists to depict each and every one of Australia’s 1,800 + threatened species. 10
threatened plant and animal species from the Wimmera have been set aside for Project Platypus to
complete. If you are interested in joining a workshop for this project contact Andrea email
llf@platypus.org.au or ph 5358 4410

Wimmera Climate
1. Bureau of Meteorology Climate and water outlook for March to May 2020
2. Regional Weather and Climate guide WIMMERA .The Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) has partnered
with FarmLink and CSIRO to deliver a Climate Guide for each of Australia's 56 NRM Regions. The
guides provide information about the likelihood of weather variables in each region.
3. Major Australian climate drivers, including the El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and the Indian
Ocean Dipole (IOD), are currently neutral and are forecast to remain neutral through autumn. Find out
more with Climate Dog animations:

Climate Dog "INDY"

Climate Dog "ENSO"

Good Neighbours at Mt Cole – treating Blackberry, Gorse, Briar and other weeds
In early February 2020 Project Platypus carried out weed control work on Shepherds Creek, Iron Pot
Creek and Buckingham’s Creek at Mt Cole east of Warrak in the Upper Wimmera Catchment.
Project Platypus was engaged by DELWP to deliver a control program aiming to eradicate blackberry
and other environmental weeds from the interface of private property and Mt Cole State Forest.
The work was carried out under the Good Neighbour Program, which is coordinated by DELWP or
Parks Victoria, depending on which agency is the land manager.
The Good Neighbour Program focuses on reducing the impacts of weeds and pest animals dispersing
from public land to adjacent private land. The work compliments and provides a “cross tenure”
treatment of problem areas supporting recent efforts from local landholders to control gorse and other
weeds in and around Mt Cole and Warrak. In 2018-19 local landholders in the Warrak area, with
assistance from Project Platypus, Victorian Gorse Taskforce, Landmate and the Wimmera Catchment
Management Authority carried out a program treating gorse in and around the town. With information
and chemical costs subsidised by the Vic Gorse Taskforce; equipment, resources and expertise from
Project Platypus and the Crowlands-Warrak Landcare Group, participants got out during a few
weekends in Nov/Dec over the past two years to control weeds across their properties.
“The community out there is making a real effort to improve the condition of the environment, with a
focus on the Mt Cole Creek and it’s tributaries. This approach by all landholders in the area is the only
way we have any chance of getting on top of many of the weed problems in the area. It’s been great to

see DELWP and a couple of locals champion the work and encourage the local community to get
behind it and treat their own patches” said Lachlan McIntyre, Invasive Plant and Animal program
coordinator at Project Platypus.
Mt Cole Creek is an area of focus for Landcare and waterway restoration with a few programs in the
pipeline over coming years. The next phase of the work is to continue treating blackberry and other
weeds along the waterways from Mt Cole to the Warrak Recreation Reserve. This upcoming work will
be funded by the Wimmera Catchment Management Authority and will roll out over the next two
months.
Enquiries about program email: loki@platypus.org.au

Regional Roads Victoria Environmental Initiative – Expressions of
Interest
Regional Roads Victoria is committed to making the transport system more sustainable by planting
100,000 site-indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses along road reserves by 2022. The area adds up to be
some of Victoria’s longest linear public land reserves and in some regions is where the only remnant
vegetation exists. Through partnerships with state-wide community environment reference groups,
Landcare and other groups they are achieving better outcomes for the environment and enhancing
planning practices to minimise the impact when delivering road projects.
RRV are working with communities to plant indigenous vegetation along roadside reserves and other
locations. With community they’ll be identifying planting opportunities and environmental activities
such as root-ball reuse for aquatic habitat, native tree, grass or shrub revegetation, landscaping
treatments, fauna exclusion fencing or crossings.
RRV are seeking community groups assistance in nominating potential projects
for future programs.
Enquiries email Sylvana: sylvana.mitchell@roads.vic.gov.au

International Day of Women in Science - Jess Gardner
It was International Day of Women and Girls in Science on February 11th and board
member for Project Platypus Jess Gardner was championed for her contributions to the
environment, communities and nature.
Jess works on the Bank Australia Conservation Reserve with Greening Australia and Trust for Nature as a
Senior Program Officer for Greening Australia.
Jess is the Conservation Reserve property manager, which means she is the main point of contact, as
well as working on broader initiatives such as community engagement, environmental education, and
liaising with all the stakeholders involved in managing the reserve.
How do you manage the reserve?
“We take a science-based approach to managing the reserve, using monitoring to ensure we have the
data to back up our decisions”, explains Jess.
“For example, following cool burns by Traditional Owners, we monitor the outcomes from returning to
this kind of management regime for the health of the local landscape, so we can apply this information
in our decision-making both on the reserve and in similar landscapes in the future.”
How did you start your career in science?
Jess credits growing up on a farm involved in Landcare with inspiring her interest in a career in natural
resource management (NRM). Her family fenced off part of the creek and she was amazed to watch
species returning following that intervention.
“I spent some time working as a technical lab assistant with the Department of Agriculture, and then
went on to do a degree in NRM. I started with Greening Australia in 2005 as a Scientific Research and
Extension Officer and have held roles as Senior ecologist and now Senior Program Officer.
“The best part of my job is being outside, surrounded by plants and animals. I’ve spent a lot of time in
this part of the world, and you get to know your patch. The most rewarding thing is finding ways for
other people to get involved, and seeing what volunteers get out of working with us and spending time
in nature.”
Any advice for others interested in a career in science?
“Like anything, you’ve got to love what you do. Keep your eyes on the end goal, that’ll help you stay
disciplined.”

Harmony Day 2020
Backyard Landcare, living in harmony above and below the ground
Friday 27 March 2020
5:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Special guest is Sophie Thomson passionate presenter on ABC TV’s Gardening Australia &
bestselling author of Sophie’s Patch
Also featuring Dr Sapphire McMullan Fisher, one of Australia’s leading mycologists who shares
the magic, science and fun of natural fungus
For tickets: REGISTER

Growing Ideas Festival
Marnoo Recreation Reserve
Friday, 13 March 2020
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Northern Grampians Shire Council is proud to partner with the Victorian State Government, Co-

Design Studio, and Grampians Community Health to present the inaugural Growing Ideas Festival.
The new festival is a day out "unconference" with an unconventional conference approach that
encourages sharing big ideas and generating important strategies and plans for our regional farming
future. REGISTRATION
FREE EVENT
For all enquiries 03 5358 8700 or email business@ngshire.vic.gov.au
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