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Project Platypus contact Details:
Telephone: (03) 5358 4410
Fax: (03) 5358 4441
Postal Address: PO Box 838 Stawell 3380
Email: project@platypus.org.au Web: www.platypus.org.au
Project Platypus would like to extend a warm thank you to our
sponsors and partners in 2012-2013:

502 Primary school
Stawell Secondary College
Great Western Primary school
Moyston Primary School
Pomonal Primary School
Skene Street School
Marian College Ararat
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The Upper Wimmera Catchment
The Wimmera River in Western Victoria forms part of the Murray Darling
Basin. It is Victoria’s largest land locked system and terminates at Lake
Hindmarsh and Lake Albacutya south of the Wyperfeld National Park. The
Upper Wimmera Catchment refers to the catchment area upstream of the
Mt William Creek and Wimmera River junction encompassing an area of
3,027km2.
The main land use in the region is made up of mixed farming practices,
largely sheep and dryland cropping, but also includes enterprises such as
grapes, olives, forestry, vegetable production, cut flowers and other
livestock production such as goats, cattle, pigs and poultry. The region is
also home to mining industries and boasts a large tourism industry,
especially within the Grampians and Pyrenees Ranges. The population of
the Upper Wimmera is estimated to be around 15,000 people and is
predicted to remain relatively stable into the near future.
The Upper Wimmera has a strong indigenous cultural history and contains
many significant sites. Traditional owner groups from the region include
the Jardwadjali, Djab Warrung, Djadja Wurrung and the Wotjobaluk
People.
The region is home to an extensive array of flora and fauna including a
large number of threatened and endangered species. Since European
settlement, the region has been subject to significant clearing of native vegetation, which has resulted in numerous
environmental issues. These include loss of biodiversity and a degradation of water quality through over-extraction, saline
discharge and soil erosion.

Project Platypus
Project Platypus was founded in 1994 by Upper Wimmera Catchment
Landcare group members who saw the need for a network to deliver
larger scale projects across the region. The chosen icon was the
platypus as it was identified that much of the network’s activity would
focus around improving water quality, which in turn would benefit the
platypus.
Since it’s inception Project Platypus has achieved massive results
attracting over $7 million to undertake activities such as erosion control
work, revegetation, protection of remnant vegetation, establishment of
perennial pastures, control of pest plants and animals and raised
community awareness of environmental and land management issues.
The success of Project Platypus can be attributed to its community
support, its grass-roots approach to problem solving and its ability to
relate to land managers and investors. Project Platypus has been
adaptable and flexible, which has enabled it to maintain its strength and
vitality over the years. In 2012-2013, Project Platypus’s capacity to
support Landcare groups and achieve on ground results is better than
ever.
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Project Platypus’s
mission is to support
and empower the
community to improve
the environmental
health of the Upper
Wimmera River
catchment while
maintaining and
improving productivity
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Chairman’s Report
We have had good rains leading up to spring, and the countryside is alive. Wetlands are
brimming with water, and an abundance of fresh flora and fauna. The call of birds and
frogs fill the air. Crops create a bright and colourful patchwork in paddocks across the
landscape, and stock thrive in green pastures. We are reminded that the universe can
bring much good and abundance.
It can also bring challenges – drought, fire and flood, events over which we have no
control. We can however, choose how we respond. Our AGM speaker, Doug Avery,
brings us his story of a community responding in drier times, and adapting farming
practices for a sustainable future.
When it comes to Landcare in the Upper Wimmera catchment, I find much to be
grateful for. The Project Platypus staff bring experience and knowledge in NRM, and
support our Landcare groups and the farming community with great respect and
integrity. The leadership Brendan brings to the team, along with strong project
managers and administration staff have enabled Leigh to travel with his family on
extended leave over the past 6 months. Brendan has stepped in as acting manager, and
his well-organised and thoughtful approach has touched all.
It is a pleasure working with a management committee not only committed to the
future of Project Platypus, but also to enhancing our community and environment. There is great value in members with
experience and knowledge of the past, blended with the enthusiasm and drive for change.
Anyone who has participated in the annual plantout will be familiar with Athol and Doreen McKay. Over 15 years of this
event, Athol and Doreen have been involved in all but one. Sadly, Athol passed away in November 2012, but he will be
remembered for his commitment to Landcare on his own plot, and also across the Upper Wimmera catchment. Our
thoughts are also with Doreen, and we wish her well as she strives towards recovery with her health.
Bronwyn has coordinated a platypus monitoring project this year, and interested community members had the
opportunity to be involved in the process. A ‘Chicks in the Sticks’ activity hosted by Jodie Greene, included a presentation
on platypus from environmental biologist Josh Griffiths, along with tours of a waterway fencing and revegetation project
with Luke Austin, and a perennial pasture project with Rob Shea. These events offer a great opportunity to introduce
Landcare to a broader range of our community.
The edible garden weekend, an initiative of the
Stawell Urban Landcare Group and Project
Platypus, has been a stand out event which offered
viewing of productive home and community
gardens in the area. A range of workshops which
included raising chickens, compost and wicker
gardening were also on offer.
As we prepare for AGM 2013, projects for the next
years are in the planning stages. Grant applications have been successful in attracting funding for 3 and 5 year terms,
along with additional short term projects. We have a strong network in place, and have the resources to continue to
realise outcomes, both with on ground works and capacity building. Thanks to all who contribute to our network. Thanks
to member of our Landcare and farming groups, and to sponsors and partners as listed in this annual report. It is with
many working together that we can make a difference. A special thank you to our management committee, and to the
staff of Project Platypus.

Leanne Jackman
Chairman
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Project Platypus Management Committee
Project Platypus is governed by a volunteer Management Committee which meets on a monthly basis.
The Management Committee is made up of Landcare Group representatives with a range of experience, skills
and local knowledge which serves to guide the organisation’s activities and provide strategic direction.
Management Committee Members (Sept 2012 - Sept 2013):
Chairman Leanne Jackman - Northern Grampians Landcare Group
Vice Chair Phil Hall - Concongella Landcare Group
Secretary Mark McKew - Crowlands Landcare Group
Treasurer Michael Greene - Elmhurst Landcare Group
Members:
Michael McMurtrie - Jallukar Landcare Group
Rosie Nater - Moyston Landcare Group
Lachie Green - Great Western Landcare Group
Ian Nicholson - Stawell Urban Landcare Group
Steven Start - Crowlands Landcare Group
Richard Kelleher - Navarre Landcare Group
Ex officio members:
Nigel Binney - GWM Water
Joel Boyd - Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Leigh Blackmore/Brendan Barbetti - Project Platypus (Manager/Acting Manager)
Management Committee Meeting Attendance
100
80
60
% of meeting
attended 40
20
0

Project Platypus Staff
Leigh Blackmore
Brendan Barbetti
David Margetson
Allistair Stephens

Manager
Acting Manager
Project Manager-Native vegetation
Project Manager-Invasive Plants
& Animals
Bob Wallace
Regional Landcare Facilitator &
Landmate Coordinator
Bronwyn Bant
Events Coordinator
Barry Curtis
Accounts and Payroll Officer
Cathy McDermott Administration Officer
Graham Pearson Weed Control Supervisor
Dene Marshall
Weed Control Supervisor
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Acting Manager’s Report
As most of you know I have been in the managers role for the last 6 months
whilst Leigh Blackmore has been away on leave. The handover week that Leigh
and I had together before he left gave me a snippet of just how much work Leigh
had been shouldering over the past three years and in his absence I came to
realise the full extent of his workload. I believe this workload exists because of
his constant pursuit for excellence, growth and greater capacity for the
organisation. Project Platypus is an organisation that up until about 12 months
ago I didn’t really know much about, but in the course of working with the
organisation, I have been exposed to the full extent of their programs, this has
been a real eye opener for me. I have found Project Platypus to be a beacon of
productivity and action. Such a broad range of programs happen on such a scale,
so quickly that it is testament to all involved. It is an organisation that the Upper
Wimmera should be very proud of.
On beginning the role the other slight trepidation I had was in being answerable
to a management committee, it was very soon with great relief that I discovered
that my trepidation was unwarranted. The management committee meetings
are filled with interesting discussions, searches for better solutions to the way
we do things and importantly; a friendly, warm and extremely professional forum for community management. To those
on the management committee I would like to express my heartfelt thank-you for what you do for your community in
the pursuit of excellence in managing landscapes in the Upper Wimmera catchment and especially for the support and
guidance you have shown me over the last 6 months as acting manager.
Leigh has had the opportunity this year to get away for 8 months of the 12, the first 2 months that he was away, last
October to November Leanne Jackman stood in as acting manager a task that she took on with her usual grace, good
humour and strong leadership, skills that she has brought to the management committee as Chairman for the past 3
years. On behalf of the staff and management committee I would like to thank Leanne for everything that she has done
for Project Platypus, bringing her passion and leadership to an endless list of meetings and commitments.
Being an election year as well as a year when our political
leaders have decided that some austerity measures were
necessary, has added to the challenge of securing grants. This
financial year has seen the end of the Regional Landcare
Facilitator 3 year funding which supports the great work Bob
Wallace does in supporting our Landcare groups. It was a long
wait for the official announcement to be made that this
position would continue to be funded for the next 5 years. It
was also the end of our Woodlands Revival program which ran
for the last 3 years, however we have been very fortunate that
through the grant writing skills of Leigh (and the group of
shared applicants from GHCMA and WCMA) we have been
successful in the biodiversity Fund grant with the Grampians to
Pyrenees Biolink project funded for the next 3 years. This
project will form part of our major remnant protection and
revegetation works. Overall a challenging year for funding but there has been success which I think is testament to the
reputation Project Platypus has built up over the years in delivering cost effective, successful projects across the board.
The Pest plant and animal program has continued to grow with Allistair successfully tendering for the Ararat Rural City
Council roadside weeds program as well as the spray crew successfully handling the Landcare Group weed requirements,
Weeds of National Significance and the flood recovery weed program. The spray team of Dene and Graham have put in
another hard working year with good results. Once again we continue to appreciate the works being undertaken with
good communication and support from the Landcare Groups, Wimmera Catchment Management Authority, Northern
Grampians Shire, Ararat Rural City Council, Parks Victoria and the Department of Environment and Primary Industries.
We would also like to acknowledge all of those landholders who undertake weed and rabbit control works on their own
properties with and without support, seeing a job and getting on with it is a common thread in the Upper Wimmera
Catchment.
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Acting Manager’s Report… continued
The Planting season was again lively and very busy
especially for our project officer David Margetson who
takes on an enormous amount of work at this time of
the year, where going above and beyond his
responsibilities is the norm and damned if he doesn’t
keep up that frantic pace for months with a smile on his
face, congratulations Dave and thanks for all of your
hard work. With funding from the Government for our
Woodlands Revival project and support from our
generous sponsors PowerCor and CSL through Landcare
Australia as well as Suregro and continued support
through WCMA we were able to run a very successful
Plantout, once again utilising the new model of 5 smaller
weekend events. This year we trialled a number of
themed weekends; Open Mic night at the Halls Gap Plantout, another successful youth weekend with the Bushdoof at
Navarre, a foodie weekend (Deidre Baum surprised all with her amazing creations) at Deep Lead and a music night
with the ‘Lazy Farmers Sons’ at the Paradise Plantout. Every weekend was well attended and a special thanks goes out
to the great volunteers that give their time and effort to our Plantout, and to all of the landowners that volunteer their
properties to host the events, it truly is community action at its best. I would like to make a special mention to
Bronwyn and Cathy for their tireless efforts to keeping Plantout running smoothly.
The Bandicoot/fox project has concluded, unfortunately after extensive remote sensing camera monitoring we were
unable to find any evidence of the Southern Brown Bandicoot in the Black Range. We are hoping in the future to do
more work in this area. We were able to run a fox baiting program in the Pomonal area near known populations of the
Bandicoots.
As part of our annual staff and management committee trip away we visited the Birchip Cropping Group and I think we
all learnt a lot about new approaches to running an organisation that is similar to ours in many ways. We were also
fortunate enough to spend half a day at the amazing Thurla Farms at Red Cliffs which were an example of what can be
achieved with a lot of ingenuity and a can do attitude.
The Landmate crews from Ararat and Langi Kal Kal prisons have put a lot of work into valuable environmental works
throughout the catchment adding enormously to the capacity of Landcare in the region. The Landmate program has
seemingly been living on a knife edge for the past 2 financial years, we need to keep this important program and its
value on the political priority list at every available opportunity.
So far the year ahead is looking up, with successful funding grants, plenty of rain for good crops a healthier
environment and a community that continues to stay motivated and enthusiastic about making our patch of the planet
better for generations to come.

Brendan Barbetti
Acting Manager
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Landcare Group Highlights
Black Range

President: Peter Brazier

Secretary: Helen Rosenbaum

Black Range Landcare Group completed weed
control work. St John’s Wort was controlled with
the services of Project Platypus.

Landsborough

President: Daryl Leslie
Secretary: Greg Dean

Landsborough Landcare Group have completed
extensive weed control work around the township
of Landsborough. Patterson’s Curse, Spiny Broom,
Gorse and St John’s Wort were controlled with
assistance from the Ararat Landmate crew as well
as Landsborough Landcare group members. The
purpose of the project was to involve absentee
landholders and to provide weed identification
information.

Elmhurst

Crowlands

President: Dennis Harrington
Secretary: Harold Thomas

Crowlands Landcare Group has been spraying Spiny Rush
using the services of Project Platypus, and Crowlands
Landcare group members. The group obtained funding for
the work through the Victorian Landcare Grant. The group
ran a front end loader course at the Malloy’s property for its
group’s members.

President: Doug Boatman

Secretary: Geoff Penna

In April the Elmhurst Landcare group officially opened their new storage shed. The shed was built on Crown Land
adjacent to the golf course. It was partly funded through the Ararat Rural City Council’s community grants
program.The opening was conducted by Ian Wilson, mayor of Ararat and Bill Langcake (ELC president.) The
opening was attended by Elmhurst Landcare group members young and old. The group held a ‘rabbit busters’
information session at the town hall, Brian Howlett from the Department of Environment and Primary Industries
was the guest speaker; the group are developing a management plan as a result of this meeting. The group hope
to pursue the rabbit problem in the township.
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Landcare Group Highlights
Concongella

President: Malcolm Nicholson

Secretary: Phil & Trudy Hall

Concongella Landcare group have been concentrating their efforts over the last twelve months on rabbit and weed
control. The group have been diligently controlling Cape Tulip, Bridal Creeper, Patterson’s Curse, Broome,
Horehound and some Spiny Rush infestations using funding obtained through the Victorian Landcare Grants. Weed
control work completed in the Greens Creek area has been made possible through the Wimmera CMA Flood
recovery program.

Navarre

President: Shane Bibby
Secretary: R & L Kelleher

Navarre Landcare Group hosted the annual
Project Platypus Plantout which was followed
by the dance party at Ashley Morrows farm in
Navarre. A hundred and thirty young and
enthusiastic tree planters endured extreme
weather conditions to get 11,760 trees in the
ground, at three separate Plantout sites, in the
Navarre Landcare group’s area.

Stawell Urban:

Northern Grampians

President: Ray Graham
Secretary: Judy Dunkley

Northern Grampians Landcare group have been working on
several projects in their Landcare group’s area. The group were
able to use the Ararat Landmate crew to assist them with
fumigation of roadside rabbits. The official opening of the Mt
William creek nature walk took place in July, the opening was
attended by representatives of the progress association,
Landcare group members, Northern Grampians and Horsham
council. The group are in the process of completing 26 plots to
protect and regenerate the establishment of paddock trees,
these smaller plots were funded through the Victorian Landcare
grants. The group participated in the Project Platypus Plantout
at the Jess’s property in Glenorchy.

President: Angela Baker

The Stawell Urban Landcare group Nesting Box Project is well underway
with funding provided by the Mazda Foundation. The nesting boxes will
be constructed by the wood work students at Stawell Secondary College
and hope to have the nesting boxes installed in the next couple of
months. Stawell Urban also held a very successful Open Kitchen Garden
Weekend including three open gardens as well as a series of workshops.
The Ironbarks walks with local primary school students continue to be a
successful event coordinated by the Stawell Urban group.
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Landcare Group Highlights
Moyston

President: Adam Merrick

Secretary: Rosie Nater

Moyston Landcare group have been
involved with several projects through the
year. The group planted trees with
Moyston Primary School at the oval and a
plant out site at Rhymney. The local
Landcare community installed a plaque
(at the oval) for the 25 years of Landcare
celebrations; it involved founding
members of the Landcare group. The
group have designed and built a sign at
the oval promoting Moyston Landcare
and developed a brochure to welcome
prospective Landcare members to the
group. The group held several workshops
and information sessions on Chilean
needle grass, a native grass identification
walk, a Landcare group planning session, agricultural chemical user’s course and a working bee to remove African
orchid. The group carried out pest plant and animal work with funding from the Victorian Landcare grants. Moyston
Landcare group hosted the Project Platypus Plantout in Halls gap assisting with catering, fencing and planting.

Jallukar

President: Terry May

Secretary: Fred Rich

Jallukar Landcare group have been working on Miller’s creek reserve in Pomonal. The group hope to build a sign at
the picnic table area, with details of the Jallukar Landcare group. The group had several guest speakers from Parks
Victoria and the Wildlife Art Museum of Australia. Project Platypus conducted a fox baiting program involving Jallukar
Landcare members. The Plantout at Pomonal was well attended with around forty people planting over 4,000 plants.
The group are keen to help out with the development of the Wildlife Art Museum of Australia on the Halls Gap Road
and hope to enhance the site with revegetation, wetlands and destruction of rabbit harbour.

Great Western

President: Mark Kindred

Secretary: Paul Dakis

The Great Western Landcare Group hope to encourage further attendance and member support. The group hope to
inspire community involvement into the future.
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2012-2013 Achievements
Protecting and Establishing Native Vegetation
Project

Partners

Achievements

Woodlands Revival



Department of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)

-

109.67 ha revegetated
52.64 ha remnant protected
43.49 km fencing constructed
87,680 stems planted
38 landholders involved

CSL Revegetation



Landcare Australia

-

63.3ha remnant protected
9375 stems planted
48.5 km fencing constructed
31 landholders involved

Improving Water Quality
Project

Partners

Achievements

Streambank Protection



Department of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)

-

2 km fencing constructed
22 ha fenced and revegetated

Platypus Recovery



Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)

-

4 km waterway protected
Platypus monitoring program
completed
Community engaged in platypus
monitoring

-

Improving Water Quality in the
Wimmera River



-

GWMWater

Erosion control completed on new
site (Iron Pot Creek)

Protecting Native Fauna
Project

Partners

Achievements

Bandicoot Protection/Fox Project



-





Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority
Caring for Our Country (Federal
Government)
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Jallukar Landcare Group
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-

.14 ha of Gorse controlled
25 landholders involved in baiting
121 ha reducing critical threats to
biodiversity
Fox control program
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2012-2013 Achievements
Controlling Invasive Plants and Animals
Project

Partners

Achievements

Jallukar Landcare Weeds

 Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
 Department of Environment and Primary

-

114 ha of land treated for One
Leaf Cape Tulip

Weeds of National Significance Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority






Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority Flood Recovery Weeds

 Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
 Department of Environment and Primary

-

6 ha Chilean Needle Grass
34.4 ha Bridal Creeper
31.5 ha Blackberry
3.5 ha Gorse
15.1 ha Boneseed
308 ha Bridal Creeper
.27 ha Gorse
52.9 ha One Leaf Cape Tulip
29.1 ha Spiny Rush
36.7 ha Paterson’s Curse
.6 ha One Leaf Cape Tulip

-

909.03 ha various species

-

5.3 ha St John’s Wort

-

12 ha Paterson’s Curse

-

54 ha Paterson’s Curse
31.8 ha St John’s Wort

-

114 ha St John’s Wort

-

13 ha Spiny Rush

-

17.7 ha Spiny Rush

-

5.26 ha ripping and hand
fumigation
1.03 ha ripping

-

50 ha ripping

-

30.3 ha ripping and hand
fumigation

-

108.2 ha hand fumigation

Industries (Victorian Government)
Jallukar Landcare Group
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority

Caring for Our Country (Federal Government)
Various private landholders

Industries (Victorian Government)

 Various Landcare Groups and landholders
Millers Creek

 Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
 Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)

Ararat Rural City Council Roadsides

Moyston Landcare Weeds
Moyston Landcare Group
Landsborough Landcare Group

Project Platypus - Victorian Landcare
Grant
Middleton Spiny Rush
Crowlands Landcare Group

Ararat Rural City Council Rabbits
Northern Grampians Shire Council

 Jallukar Landcare Group
 Ararat Rural City Council
 Department of Environment and Primary








Industries (Victorian Government)
Various private landholders
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Moyston Landcare Group
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Moyston Landcare Group
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Landsborough Landcare Group
Northern Grampians Shire Council
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Various Landcare Groups
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Jallukar Landcare Group







 Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
 Department of Environment and Primary





Crowlands Landcare Rabbits





Loreto College Rabbits - Nowhere Creek





Black Range Rabbits






Industries (Victorian Government)
Crowlands Landcare Group
Ararat Rural City Council
Various private landholders
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Various private landholders
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Crowlands Landcare Group
Loreto College Ballarat,
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Landmate
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority
Department of Environment and Primary
Industries (Victorian Government)
Black Range Landcare Group
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2012-2013 Achievements
Engaging and Involving the Community
Project

Partners

Achievements

Farming in the 21st
Century & 2013
workshops



Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority
Northern Grampians Shire Council
Pyrenees Shire Council
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)

-

305 participants
Four events focussed on regenerative
agriculture techniques, farm tours and the
open kitchen garden weekend.

Regional Landcare
Facilitator



Department of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)
Kowree Farm Tree Group
Hindmarsh Landcare Network

-

-

20 Landcare Group meetings and events
attended
6 NRM & grant updates provided
11 Landcare Groups supported
Assisted groups with brochure development,
hosting events such as working bees and guest
speakers, developing media releases, signage
and general promotion.
4 Newsletter publications








-

Landmate



Corrections Victoria

-

2 quarterly reports
16 sets of fortnightly rosters

CFI Communications
Program





Kowree Farm Tree Group
Hindmarsh Landcare Network
Department of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)

-

3 Carbon Farming Initiative related events

History Document ‘The

Journey - Project
Platypus and Landcare in 
the Upper Wimmera
Catchment’

Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority
Department of Environment and Primary Industries (Victorian Government)
-

Project Platypus history from 1994 to 2012
documented
Contributions from 11 Landcare Groups
Project Platypus Landcare milestones included
Printed and distributed to interested parties

Junior Landcare School
Plantout



CitiPower Powercor Junior Landcare

-

248 students involved from 10 local schools
8,820 stems planted over 12 school Plantouts

Northern Grampians
Shire Council Plantout



Northern Grampians Shire Council

-

239 volunteers involved
20,980 stems planted
64.8 ha revegetated
7 landholders involved

FRRR Plantout (Bus &
Plantout Equipment)



Foundation for Rural and Regional
Renewal

-

8 tree planting equipment purchased
7 school buses provided

AGM Sponsorship



Department of Agriculture Forestry and
Fisheries (Federal Government)
Waratah

-

90 Project Platypus Supporters attended the
AGM with a guest panel including Luke Scott,
Mark McKew, Peter Forster, Ben Keogh and
Corey Watts on Carbon Trading Opportunities.

Wimmera Catchment Management
Authority

-

1 Landcare focus event
3 Fact sheets
Approximately 40 participants


Chicks in the Sticks



Sustainable Agriculture Program
Project

Partners

Achievements

Living Landscapes



Helen McPherson Smith Trust

-

Fact sheet documenting the production
benefits of establishing tree plantings

Paddock Guide



Pacific Hydro

-

Paddock Guide Fact Sheet completed for
farmers to carry in vehicle for easy reference in
calculating carbon use.
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Financial Reports
OPERATING STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013
Note

2,013
$

2,012
$

Revenue
Fees for Service
Grants Received
Negotiated Contracts
Sponsorship
Interest received
Sundry income
Profit on Sale of Assets
Total Revenue

176,413
283,245
15,000
6,410
9,468
1,053
0
491,589

294,840
584,185
150,333
35,000
14,375
23,960
5,656
1,108,348

Expenses
Administration
Community engagement
Employment
Vehicles
Operational Costs
Total Expenses

46,553
48,649
413,698
46,102
349,421
904,423

53,306
47,337
435,164
47,270
350,925
934,002

($412,834)

$174,346

Net Surplus/(Deficit)

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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Financial Reports
BALANCE SHEET
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013
Note
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Receivables
Total Current Assets
Non-Current Assets
Vehicles and Equipment
Total Non-Current Assets
Total Assets
Current Liabilities
Payables
Provisions
Total Current Liabilities
Non-Current Liabilities
Payables
Total Non-Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Accumulated Funds

2,013
$

2,012
$

2
3

191,998
10,570
202,568

481,491
69,376
550,867

4

89,195
89,195
291,763

134,605
134,605
685,472

5
6

81,536
12,374
93,910

61,326
7,451
68,777

7

7,662
7,662
101,572
$190,191

13,697
13,697
82,474
$602,998

8

$190,190

$602,998

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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Financial Reports
CASH FLOW STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

Note
Cash flows from operating activities
Cash received from customers
Cash paid to suppliers, grant recipients and employees
Net cash provided/(used) by operating activities

2,013
$

2,012
$

540,927
(838,489)
(297,562)

1,148,313
(963,170)
185,143

Cash flows from investing activities
Interest received
Proceeds from the sale of vehicles and equipment
Payments for vehicles and equipment
Net cash provided/(used) in investing activities

9,468
10,909
(6,189)
14,188

14,375
12,273
(74,922)
(48,274)

Cash flows from financing activities
Cash received from finance agencies
Cash paid to finance agencies
Net cash used in financing activities

0
(6,119)
(6,119)

16,224
(10,951)
5,273

Net Increase/(Decrease) in cash held
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of the financial year

(289,493)
481,492

142,142
339,350

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the financial year

$191,998

$481,492

9

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

Note: The decrease in income for this financial year is largely due to the timing of grant payments. Organisational activity
is similar to that of the previous year and is evident through the outcomes achieved listed on pages 9 -11 and through the
expenses detailed on page 12.
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Note 1. Summary of significant accounting policies
This report is a general purpose financial report representing Project Platypus Association Inc. as an individual entity.
Project Platypus Association Inc. is an association incorporated in Victoria Australia under the Associations
Incorporations Act (1981) Vic.

[a] Basis of preparation
This financial report has been prepared on an accrual and going concern basis using the Historical Cost
convention except where specifically stated and all accounting policies comply with Australian Accounting
Standards include Australian equivalents to International Financial Reporting Standards.
All accounting policies applied are consistent with those used in the prior year.

[b] Revenue
In accordance with changes to the Accounting Standard AASB 1004, revenue from grants is recognised in
the year in which the grant funds are received, irrespective of the period the funds relate to.
Consideration was been given to provision for Bad and Doubtful Debts at balance date. No such provision
was necessary.

[c] Employee benefits
Liabilities for services rendered by employees are recognised at balance date to the extent that they have
not been settled. Liability for annual leave and long service leave were considered.

[d] Cash and Cash Equivalents
This item includes cash on hand, deposits held at-call with banks and other short term highly liquid investments with original maturities of twelve months or less.

[e] Vehicles and equipment
These items with a value in excess of $1000 and a useful life in excess of one year are capitalised at cost
and amortised in equal instalments over their useful life.
When an asset is disposed of and the amount received is greater than the written down value of the item a
gain is recognised as Revenue. Alternatively, if the disposal value is less than written down value the 'loss'
is expensed.
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$
Note 2. Cash and Cash Equivalents
Greenhouse Gas Project Account
Investment Account
Operating Account
Petty Cash Advance
Public Fund Account

Note 3. Receivables
Fee for Service customers
Grants
Reimbursements, Incentives, Equipment Hire
& Membership
Prepayments

Note 4. Vehicles and Equipment
Motor Vehicles
Less accumulated depreciation
Office Equipment & Furniture
Less accumulated depreciation
Works Equipment
Less accumulated depreciation

Note 5. Payables [Current Liabilities]
Credit Card
Accounts Payable
GST Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities

Note 6. Provisions
Annual Leave and Long Service Leave
Note 7. Payables [Non-current Liabilities]
Toyota Finance [Colorado]
Less Unexpired Charges
PowerTorque Finance [Isuzu]
Less Unexpired Charges
Total Non-current liabilities

16

2,012
$

0
116,096
62,373
300
13,229
$191,998

8
276,819
114,503
300
89,860
$481,491

7,915
1,500

64,621
0

218
937
$10,570

4,755
$69,376

113,876
(51,839)
6,186
(4,900)
54,075
(28,203)
$89,195

141,193
(43,730)
5,172
(2,837)
48,900
(14,093)
$134,605

(180)
72,634
(2,014)
11,096
$81,536

479
11,264
20,777
28,807
$61,326

$12,374

$7,451

0
0
0
8,708
(1,046)
7,662
$7,662

724
26
750
14,342
(1,395)
12,947
$13,697
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2,013
$

2,012
$

Note 8. Accumulated Funds
Committed Funds Reserve
Reserve funds are legal obligations owed for committed projects.
At balance date obligations existed in the following projects:
Dept of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry [Community Action Grants]
Dept of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry [Fox Project]
Dept of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry [Stream Bank Protection]
Dept of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry [Woodlands Revival]
GWMWater
Helen McPherson Smith Foundation [Living Landscapes]
Jallukar Landcare Group [Miller's Creek]
Landcare Australia [Plant Out]
Landsborough Landcare Group [Weed Control]
Mazda Foundation [SULC Nesting Boxes]
Moyston Landcare Group [Weed Control]
Northern Grampians Shire Council [Rabbit Control]
William Buckland Foundation [Farming in the 21st Century]
Wimmera Catchment Mmt Authority [History Document]
Wimmera Catchment Mmt Authority [Weeds of National Significance]

7,594
776
75,056

2,156
2,979
1,174
2,613
534

27,732
10,064
332,451
19,657
5,688
2,561

1,740
764
4,909
20,168

407
93,289
96,901
$190,190

425,734
177,264
$602,998

-$412,834

$174,346

Non cash flows in result:
Depreciation
Profit/Loss on Disposal of Non-current Assets
Expired Finance Charges

39,531
1,159
111

22,255
(5,656)
1,411

Non-cash movement in Assets & Liabilities:
Movement in Payables
Movement in Provisions
Movement in Receivables

20,210
4,923
58,806

(49,035)
(3,799)
59,995

Transfer to Investing Activities:
Interest Received

(9,468)

(14,375)

-$297,562

$185,143

Balance of funds not committed to projects

Note 9. Reconciliation of Operating Activities
Net result for the year

Net cash flow available from operating activities
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