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Sallow Wattle, Acacia longifolia is originally from the New South Wales coastal hinterland and 

was brought into cultivation as an ornamental plant very early in Australia’s settlement. Along 

with Coastal Wattle, Acacia longifolia ssp. sophorae, Sallow Wattle has subsequently been 

distributed widely into new parts of Australia and the world through the nursery trade and 

through well intentioned, but poorly informed, government-sanctioned revegetation and soil 

stabilisation programs.  

Sallow Wattle and Coastal Wattle are closely related. As they have been planted in close 

proximity in many areas hybridisation has occurred and this hybridised version is particularly 

vigorous. 

 

Identification- Sallow Wattle is an erect 

shrub, or small tree, 3 to 10 m high, and up 

to 10 m wide, and bears dense, yellow, 

cylindrical spikes in late winter and spring. 

The phyllodes (leaves) are bright “leafy 

green” compared to most other wattles. 

The leaves are between 8 – 20 centimetres 

in length and 1 -2.5 centimetres in width 

and have 2 to 4 veins that run longitudinally 

along the leaf with many interconnecting 

‘minor’ veins. 

 

Fruit is contained within cylindrical pods, 10 

cm in length, sometimes constricted 

between the seeds.     

Bark on younger branches is green or 

reddish-green in colour, the older stems 

become greyish in colour and either smooth 

or finely fissured 

 

Seedlings up to 1 year have distinct straight 

leaves sticking up in an erect habit about 20  

Degrees from the stem 

 

Distinct yellow cylindrical flowers 

 

 

 

Seedling under 12 months

Sallow Wattle in the Upper Wimmera																					

and Northern Grampians 



Why is this species a problem – Sallow 

Wattle has been identified as a potentially 

highly invasive weed because of the 

following characteristics; 
 

� Disturbance around infestations 

stimulates mass germination 

especially by fire and flood. 
 

� Sallow Wattle has very resilient 

seeds that lay dormant in the soil for 

tens of years and still remain viable. 
 

� Their ability to fix nitrogen has 

enabled them to invade nutrient-

poor environments. 
 

� They are a rapidly growing shrub 

which reach sexual maturity as early 

as 18 months. 
 

� Sallow Wattle produces as many as 

11,500 seeds annually. 
 

� Infestations usually form dense 

monocultures which greatly affect 

the growth of local flora species and 

alter the habitat of local fauna as 

well as cause a moderate change to 

fire risk and intensity. 
 

� There have been records of stock 

poisoning from Sallow Wattle with 

the indication of the toxic substance 

to be cyanides in the leaves. 
 
 

 

 

 

Dry seed pods 

 

 

 

� Once Sallow Wattle becomes 

entrenched in a site a complex 

process of soil chemistry change 

occurs.  

 

Time to Act 

Although Sallow Wattle has been identified 

in the Grampians Region for a number of 

years the dispersal and potential threat of 

the plant has been unknown, with previous 

attempts at control often underfunded and 

small in scope, unfortunately this has 

allowed the species to get to the point of 

becoming very widespread. 

Control Methods 

The most effective control methods include;  

• Pulling out seedlings by hand. 

•  Larger plants, cutting trunks at 

ground level, taking care to cut 

below the lowest active bud 

especially on juvenile plants 

otherwise there is a risk of re-

shooting. 

• Cutting trunks and painting the 

stems with herbicide (but this is not 

usually necessary if the trunks are 

cut low enough). 
 

 

 

 

Sallow Wattle on the Roadside



 

 

 

As with most weeds in Australia it is not until the species in question becomes commonly 

known and the effects that it has on the environment understood, that control attempts 

become widespread and effective. 

• We are hoping with the help of the public to continually map any new sightings of the 

plant and to treat those sites as resources become available. 

 

• We are also looking to reduce any new possible infestations by ensuring that any 

revegetation projects do not accidentally include Sallow Wattle. 

 

• We will be implementing a visit to all forms of nurseries eg. Revegetation, general, 

commercial and hardware type nurseries to educate nursery staff of possible problems 

that are created by supplying Sallow Wattle to the public. Although planting Sallow 

Wattle in a garden is seemingly pretty harmless, if the seed is then spread to the 

bushland by birds or by dumping cuttings then it can become the beginning of new and 

costly infestations. Ideally we would like to see the complete removal of Sallow Wattle 

from plant outlets. Nurseries could offer suitable replacement species that do not 

invade bushland and are more suitable to the local area.  

 

• With Sallow Wattle a once-off treatment will not be enough as seedlings will continue to 

emerge long after removal of the mature plants so there must be follow-up work for 

several years with a strong emphasis on removing any plants before they set seed. 

 

Project Platypus would like to acknowledge the Department of Sustainability, Environment, 

Water, Population and Communities for their support to run this Sallow Wattle program. 

Project Platypus is working in conjunction with Parks Victoria and the Laharum Landcare group 

and their mapping and control programs. 

 

 

Feedback 

Project Platypus would welcome any assistance from the local community in locating 

infestations of Sallow Wattle. Please contact the Project Platypus office on 03 5358 4410 

Email: project@platypus.org.au 

 

Action on the Ground 


