Project Pl atypus
Newsletter .

of the Upper Wimmera Landcare Network

o)
Project Platypus mission is to support and empower ll““”:_]r Ijjll;\
the community to improve the environmental health of < o
the Upper Wimmera Catchment while maintaining and n j

improving productivity.
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Who is
Project Platypus?

Project Platypus is a Landcare Network,

established in 1994 when it became obvious that'/mmera Landcare Newsletter. vill finc
. of information on events held in the latter part of 2015 including

Nhis

the huge land and water degradation problems i
the area were too extensive to be managed by
individual landholders and Landcare groups.
Project Platypus acts as an umbrella organisatio
for the eleven Landcare groups of the Upper
Wimmera Catchment to deliver large scale
projects.
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Project Platypus

Upper Wimmera Landcare Network
11A Ararat Road, Stawell Vic 3380

PO Box 838
Stawell Vic 3380
Phone: 03 5358 4410 Fax: 03 53584441

ABN 59 631 244 284
www.platypus.org.au

Bob Wallace- Regional Landcare Facilitator
0409 740 521
bob@platypus.org.au

Have you got an
email address??
If so please contact us

to receive

the newsletter by email

Use e-mall,
save trees
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Welcome to the Summer edition of the Project Platypus Upper

In this edition you will find lots

year 6s Plantout

Over the last few months many Landcare organisations will have held their
Annual General Meeting (AGM), this includes Project Platypus, who held

|1.|"|eir AGM in October. For Project Platypus there will be a changing in the

guard as two of our Board members will be standing dowxe would like

to say a heartfelt thankyou to Lachie Green and Richard Kelleher for putting
in the hard yards and it shows in how well the organisation is
operating. We would also like to congratulate Lachie on receiving a
Nuffield Farming Scholarship to study strategies for reducing stress in free
range hen systems, well done Lachie and best wishes with your studges.
welcome new Board members Tricia Sweeney and Angela Turrell and look
forward to wotking with you both. We also said goodbye to long serving

, we would like to thank Leigh for his dedicated
yearhis commitment to the organisation has
been much appreciated and we are fortunate that he will continue as a
member of our local landcare communityWe would like to welcome
Amanda Kilpatrick into the role of Manager, and look forward to a
successful and long term working relationship.

Many Landcare groups will also have had a change in executive and we
would like to thank all those outgoing executives (who all volunteer their
time) and welcome new executives and look forward to the enthusiasm
they bring.

This is also a time when landholders are faced with the perils of a long dry
summerYl y& FIN¥SNBR gAff &0 NUzAdb&8ow & A
average rainfall.Ilt is important to know that drought support is available
and Landcare, as well as having a sustainable agricultural focus, is also
recognised as a social network for farmers who often work in isolatfor

you require assistance please contact your local Landcare group, more
information is available on page 11.

It was very exciting when Project Platypus was presented with the Landcare
Network Award by Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM,
Governor of Victoria at the 2015 Victorian Landcare Award ceremony at
Government House in Melbourne earlier this yedWe believe the success

of Project Platypus can be attributed to our community support, grass roots
approach and our ability to relate to land managers and investofée
would like to extend a big thank you to all the Landcarers of the Upper
Wimmera Catchment for their continued commitment and
enthusiasm. Without such a strong Landcare community, this award
woul dndt have been possible.

Lastly, the team at Project Platypus would like to wish you all a healthy and
happy festive seasonThanks to all for a great year in landcare and look
forward to a productive 2016.

=, N
Regards
v Phil Hall
\.’. Chair
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>mall Landholder's Day
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The Project Platypus Annual General Meeting
Landcare works tour were held on Friday the" ®f o 1 -
October. At the AGM, we officially said goodbye to[J4 5 &%

and welcomed Amanda Kilpatrick into the role. Boayds
member Lachie Greene stood down to focus on hi

of Project Platypus as a valued board member.
welcomed new board members Ange Turrell fro

walk excursion they host annually.
From there, we visited Lake Fyans, where a W
Australian native, the Blue Bell Creeper, has
potential to threaten the rare candy spider orchid four
in the area. Project Platypus has received funding
spray the Blue Bell Creeper.
Finally, Bernie Rudolph led a tour of an erosion contfof
site in the six mile creek catchment which wsq

undertaken in 2008. B
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Promm.ng Landcare
in the Uppaer Mmmu

A Word About the Wimmera Regional Landcare Forum - July 2015

One of the main aims of the Wimmera Regional Landcicapacity needs can be more targeted and groups and
Forum was for Landcare groups to learn from and networks will be better supported to deliver on Natural

inspired by each other. A large component of the day wResource Management outcomes.

allocated to giving participants the chance to network aMikes presentation was well received and landcare staff

share ideas. Recent Volunteering Western Victoria Regicacross the Wimmera are happy to hear from groups who
Landcare award recipients Laharum Landcare Group kicwould like to trial the use of the framework.

of f proceedings by sharin o finish the day, Graeme Hand provided plenty togr ou
secrets to success, which included organising a rangc ont emp|l at e with his presentat
events aimed at the larger community as well as scha pr of i t 6. Graemeds present at
students. profitable, regenerative management practices aimed at

Mike Nurse is the manager of the Southern Otway Landcimproving the health of stock, pastures and land; while
Network. Wimmera Landcarers were the first to heaincreasing profit and managing workloads.

about a framework Mike has designed that helps Landcdt was great for Landcarers from right across the
Groups and networks selissess where their strengths arWimmera.  We hope that the Wimmera Landcare
weaknesses in capacity lie; and secondly to identify areacommunity enjoyed their forum, and can return to their
improvement . The logic behind the Landcare Resilielandcare groups with an array of fresh and inspiring ideas.
Framework is that if Landcare and its partners are bett
able to understand current capacity and the capacity builc
needs of Landcare Groups and Networks, then investmeni

Article written by Bronwyn Bant Events Coordinator.
Photos by Marty Schoo
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7th annual study tour

The Perennial Pasture Systems (PPS) the high level of management accompaniegeration. Fraser Avery gave a comprehensive
group recently completed their 7 ™ by views of snowcapped mountains not faroverview of the farm before the group toured
Annual Study Tour which took thirty away from Wairere. the lamb and trading operation conducted on

lucerne pastures and hill country. The land type

five members for a weeklong visit to : ;
A drive down from the hill country led to and rainfall was similar to that of many of the

leading farms in New Zealand. ; PR
the village of Wainuioru, where the grou L : !
PPS conducted its first study tour in 2009stened to Will Beetham in the local hallol" PaTicipants land in the upper Wimmera,

and it has ranged from one day visits tealking about his highly productive plantaffi o, oo oree fam visit created a lot of
leading enterprises in Victoria to multi dayased pasture system and his extensive :

interstate visits to S.A. and Tasmania; thigcord keeping vital to profitabiity ofAf t €r I eaving the Ave
year was t he gr oupod Beetham madtorap ver seas f o uSpectacular drive along the East Coast to

: Christchurch, a highlight of the tour especially
PPS President Wayne Burton comment ; S
that oth ey annual s te?lhe flnal_tstop f?r PPS on da}q twa was t rtthggx; of the group on their first overseas

. SEYritPYTr vhP 96 TR i f© Matt and Lynley
part of the PPS calendar; it a great Iearnlrw :
i

experience as well as adding to the soc yeth, where the group had lunch. .AFriday was targeted for pasture research and

; esentation by Matt was followed by Brial : . . .
fabric of the groupGeces of Cash Manager Rural and a farﬂqeef:rs: s}topcn \I/(vas Ii/lln:o(lntUm\;]er:nIy \évher;e ﬁre

PPS was fortunate to obtain assistance frour which rounded out the day. Spring_. .
Charlie de Fegely (a group member) whyalley has an 1800 mm average yearly rair(;11 J%ﬁir‘:]rerséig?él?ﬁ a??héucs;?/i :t{; izglz'iszsii;\ﬁ:
had great knowledge and contacts in NZand has an intensive grazing = syst -bﬁirr)lg Derrick to tKeir annual conference

Charliefs assistan cprduciNg8000 laMbs amnualybA Raturd 15

assisting PPS Project Manager Rob Sheg if t he Wyet hds syste was the indoor
planning the tour. lambing of triplet bearing ewes and the Iaré}é"‘,’?‘s then onto the PGG Wrightson research
Wayne Burton al so sscale eedring iof omtars lagbse asi ,SCW% where there was an inspection of

have such a large group go to NZ, we affolostrum from a nearby dairy farm. individual grass plantings which were being field
tested as one of the initial stages of new

eamt 2 lot and will be producing a fulrhe day at 0Spring \atdr @sfify. Alvisifto SHyiidodter érdp
epo ° © €St tofght dhd! PaintB&IMhdidnGel the Neyesting trial was next before travelling to

PPS flew into Wellington for a free nighfealanders managed to win but officifiarshdale where new pasture mixes are
before heading to the Masterton area for th%nquires showed the use of a steel clayiglled under paddock conditions.

first two days of farm visits. The first farmarget and frozen paintballs for the, . . .
was the Warren familaussrhufamesn uioumhamnibq i afe By Seaiainre il o

Stud in South Wairarapa where they operatghe infamous underarm incident. The gooaith th(f amount of information that was

a Iarge_ lamb, cattle trading and dairy cowumour of all participants, NZ beer and ;};Ieaned during the week. The group had a
enterprise. The group heard about thespit roast dinner ensured that there were n Fhance to walk around Christohurch on the

business including the = comprehensivgternational incidents. Saturday morning before the flight home and it
pedigree measurement in the stud and they, wednesday the PPS tour headed for thgecame clear just how much devastation was

impressive 170% lambing compared with 1y |5jand on the Cook Strait ferry where.aused by the 2012 earthquake.
NZ average of 115_/,0' A farm tour was theRaim and picturesque sailing was enjoyed R}f
held with the magnificence of the views ovey hough the tour was funded by the tour

Palliser Bay complimenting the productivF' _ _participants; PPS did receive support from
pastures. t was back to business on the Thursday witRyral Finance, PGG Wrightson, Allflex, Quality _

It was then onto Pahautea Partnership, visit to the Dawkipand Glledélg PiépRird Chtéhbhent©

a
. . Pyrami do near the WiaRsyemsnt AtthbrilyIthroligh dthe OFederdl f
equity partnership dairy farm managed B¥jenpeim.  Chris  Dawkins — gave aGovta%lational Landcaﬁrz Progrﬂ which helped

Matt & Tracey Honeysett. Their businesgietaining talk before leading a farm toUstiset some of the Coste.

structure created a lot of interest as did the, ; ;
dairy system. around the property which included %PpS President Wayne Burton summed up the
gtudy tour by saying

recently acquired section which showed th
A big first day was completed with some je i i . L

g y p Jetountry in a rundown state prior to weed xperience for us and the hospitality of the

w Zealanders allowed us to visits farms at

boating on the Ruamahanga River before th@ntrol and pasture renovation. It was goo
PPS group were guest See the cohtha® soOtfeh gdud eotid S .

. . . ighest end of the scale, we will take man
Gr oupo ( a mix o -f f amndéﬁstfa_rﬂj wadl G nl@_efdéuft@ %rﬁng_ﬁh essgr?sgfrom them as well as being inspired b);/
servicing the farming sector) for dinner. Arcountry into full production. After travelling, " "V . 4 edication and
early start was needed on day two as thg bit further south the Avery farm P

groupds first visit oBdhalvee efeisl | waounrteraye hfedd imeloph ey 808 Poiliy
the Wairere Romey Stud: a tour was takemvery had presented at the PPS conference email yadin@netconnect.
along the ridges of the farm while observingin August so everyone was keen to see their wWww. perennialpasturesyste
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State Landcare Award

t gl a LINJ Further to winning the Wimmera Regional Landcare Netwerk
! I S§NJ 9 E CAward, Project Platypus volunteer Callum Nicholson received a
A3l dz ! as D2 3SNY 2 | Highly Commended Certificate for the Young Landcare Lea%er
+AOG2NRFY [ )f BOF NE | 6 NR Award. Callum has been instrumental in organising a Plantou
o : A event each year over the last three years, and has helped u:
2dzaS Ay @St o2dNYS attract a new and large younger volunteer base from Melbourne.

The Victorian Landcare Awards are held every two years t0 prpject Platypus would also like to congratulate local farmer
celebrate the achievements  gimon Brady for receiving the sustainable farm practices aval
wel come chance for us to Sforthe WimmeraregionSi mon Bradyds Jal l

Minister for Environment, Climate Change. is recognised as a leading example of how to achieve continuz
In Victoria, there are currently 67 Landcare networks, [ncreases in production while demonstrating sustainable farming

comprised of Landcare and other communitgsed natural ~ Practices.
resource management groups that work together at a broader
landscape level, so to be recognised at a state level given th
number of networks is a great achievement.

Over the life of Project Platypus approximately 2800 hectares
of land has been revegetated with more than one million
indigenous plants. On private land more than 3200 hectares o
native vegetation has been fenced out to be managed fo
conservation.

Each year more than 100 landholders work on revegetation,
remnant vegetation protection, weed and rabbit control,
erosion control and sustainable agriculture projects. Added to
this large numbers of students and community volunteers
assist on these projects each year.

The native vegetation protection program undertakes 200
hectares of revegetation and 100 hectares of remnant
vegetation protection work each year.

Project Platypus has helped shaped a culture of farmers in thi
upper Wimmera who regularly undertake environmental
protection works with the ¢
production capacity and general environmental health.

We also have a broad strategic objective to involve the wider
community in Landcare activities. This means lots of farm

visits, workshops, guest speakers and events for women ir 2 S 9 2 dzt R tAals @ 2A SEUS YR 9 b 0 A

agriculture. The community plants outs, often with as many as Y K'S :_{ LILJS NJ ZAYYS N‘] v/ _ b KYSY!
250 volunteers, are also a great way to reach out to people O2 YYAUYSyu ' yR SyuKdzaAlaYo 27
and give them a chance to get involved. O2YYdzyAue: UKAa FgFNR g2dzZ Ry



Wi mmera Regi onal Landc.

Project Platypus Upper Wi mmera Laed®WamemewadbkdREQ
care Award winners, ahdb%5% n\Yceldumtse grairntg bReddeni t i c

f Call um Ni-<YflbauinggoLandcare Leader
f Laharum Landc&oemGnotp Landcare Group
f Mark McKewividual Landcarer

Call um Ni-cYmaulnggomandcare | e

Over the last three years Callum has brought hundreds of young Melbelbiased, inter-
state and international volunteers to join forces with locals involved in Project Platypus
munity tree planting activities in western Victoria.

He has achieved this by combining Land:¢
ties. Callum has developed social media and webpage resources to promote the Plant
events, as well as flyers which were distributed to Youth Hostels and Backpacker acco
dation all over Melbourne.

As a result of Callumés initiative, pa
creased, Project Platypus has linked with a new demographic, andigsad young peopl
have gained firsthand experience of farm life.

Plant Outs have helped these young people understand the challenges many farmers face,
breaking down negative stereotypes and perceptions of farmers as bad land managers.

Importantly, Callum has been able to give hundreds of young people the opportunity to be proactive and be part of the &olutio
environmental problems about which they care about deeply.

Mar k McKepdi vi dual Landcarls

Mark has championed the Landcare movement in our region by promoting sustd
ble agriculture, conservation grazing, the value of groaped projects and learningjg

Fell ow Landcar er s h av-eunnnginvelfementevith Pfojed

he has supported strongly while running fine wool and prime lamb production ag
as cattle near Mt Cole in the Pyrenees Ranges.

Mark has supported revegetation projects to protect and improve biodiversity. H
has established perennial pastures for improved pasture and practiced conservé
grazing by latstart deferred and rotational grazing.

His steep hill country has been managed to promote the establishment of native
tures. Bare hilltops and active erosion gullies on his property were fenced out al
revegetated.

Mark has coordinated the control of problem weeds like gorse in his Landcare group
area. He also had greenhouse gas audits done on his farm, with the aim of being carbon neutral.

Laharum Landc&oemGnoty Landcare Group

Laharum Landcare Group has been an extremely important contributor to the collective Wimmera Landcare effort over many year:
The presence and passion of the group was extremely important in the aftermath of the 2014 Northern Grampians fires.

The group continues to deliver a large scale Sallow Wattle control project, high quality community events such as basawarene
nights, effective partnerships with a range of local organisations, and strong support for surrounding groups throughl ttentec

care Facilitator based at Laharum.


http://vwv.org.au/volunteering-recognition-awards/about-the-awards

Thanks a million
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