
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Platypus mission is to support and empower 

the community to improve the environmental health of 

the Upper Wimmera Catchment while maintaining and 

improving productivity. 

aŜǊǊȅ ϧ .wLDI¢ 



 

  2  

Regular Features:  

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ¢ŜŀƳ н 
tŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ tŀǎǘǳǊŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ т  
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.ƻŀǊŘ ϧ {ǘŀũ aŜƳōŜǊǎ мр  

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Project Platypus Upper 

Wimmera Landcare Newsletter.   In this edition you will find lots 

of information on events held in the latter part of 2015 including 

this yearõs Plantout. 
 

Over the last few months many Landcare organisations will have held their 

Annual General Meeting (AGM), this includes Project Platypus, who held 

their AGM in October.  For Project Platypus there will be a changing in the 

guard as two of our Board members will be standing down.  We would like 

to say a heartfelt thankyou to Lachie Green and Richard Kelleher for putting 

in the hard yards and it shows in how well the organisation is 

operating.  We would also like to congratulate Lachie on receiving a 

Nuffield Farming Scholarship to study strategies for reducing stress in free 

range hen systems, well done Lachie and best wishes with your studies. We 

welcome new Board members Tricia Sweeney and Angela Turrell and look 

forward to working with you both.    We also said goodbye to long serving 

Manager Leigh Blackmore, we would like to thank Leigh for his dedicated 

service over the last eight yearsΣ his commitment to the organisation has 

been much appreciated and we are fortunate that he will continue as a 

member of our local landcare community.  We would like to welcome 

Amanda Kilpatrick into the role of Manager, and look forward to a 

successful and long term working relationship. 
 

Many Landcare groups will also have had a change in executive and we 

would like to thank all those outgoing executives (who all volunteer their 

time) and welcome new executives and look forward to the enthusiasm 

they bring.   
 

This is also a time when landholders are faced with the perils of a long dry 

summer, Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ȅƛŜƭŘǎ and below 

average rainfall.  It is important to know that drought support is available 

and Landcare, as well as having a sustainable agricultural focus, is also 

recognised as a social network for farmers who often work in isolation, ƛŦ 
you require assistance please contact your local Landcare group, more 

information is available on page 11. 
 

It was very exciting when Project Platypus was presented with the Landcare 

Network Award by Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM, 

Governor of Victoria at the 2015 Victorian Landcare Award ceremony at 

Government House in Melbourne earlier this year.  We believe the success 

of Project Platypus can be attributed to our community support, grass roots 

approach and our ability to relate to land managers and investors.  We 

would like to extend a big thank you to all the Landcarers of the Upper 

Wimmera Catchment for their continued commitment and 

enthusiasm.  Without such a strong Landcare community, this award 

wouldnõt have been possible. 

 

Lastly, the team at Project Platypus would like to wish you all a healthy and 

happy festive season.  Thanks to all for a great year in landcare and look 

forward to a productive 2016.   

 

Regards 
Phil Hall  

Chair 
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ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ǘŜŀƳ 

[ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ 
Project Platypus  

Upper Wimmera Landcare Network 

11A Ararat Road, Stawell Vic 3380 
 

 

PO Box 838 

Stawell Vic 3380 
 

Phone:  03 5358 4410 Fax:  03 53584441 
 

ABN 59 631 244 284 

www.platypus.org.au 
 

Bob Wallace - Regional Landcare Facilitator  

0409 740 521 

bob@platypus.org.au 

Who is  

Project Platypus?  
 
 

Project Platypus is a Landcare Network, 

established in 1994 when it became obvious that 

the huge land and water degradation problems in 

the area were too extensive to be managed by 

individual landholders and Landcare groups. 

Project Platypus acts as an umbrella organisation 

for the eleven Landcare groups of the Upper 

Wimmera Catchment to deliver large scale 

projects. 

Have you got an  

email address??   

If so please contact us  

to receive  

the newsletter by email. 
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tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƎƻƻŘōȅŜέ ǘƻ [ŜƛƎƘ .ƭŀŎƪƳƻǊŜ ŀǎ 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  
 

[ŜƛƎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ 
ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΦ  
 

[ŜƛƎƘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ƛƴ нллф ƛƴ ŀ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΣ 
ǎƻƻƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƻŦ 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΦ [ŜƛƎƘΩǎ 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ƘƛƳ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Iƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 
ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ 
ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ Ƙŀǎ 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ƭŀƴŘŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ [ŜƛƎƘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŀǎǝƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ƭŀƴŘ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ [ŜƛƎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ Iƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ƻŶŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ ²ƛƳƳŜǊŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦ  

 

Thankyou [ŜƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ !ƳŀƴŘŀ 
YƛƭǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
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aƻȅǎǘƻƴ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ {Ƴŀƭƭ [ŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ wŀōōƛǘ 
/ƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ CƛǊŜ wŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎΣ {ƻƛƭǎΣ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ ŀ /ƘŜŜǎŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ DǊŀǎǎŜǎ ϧ ²ŜŜŘ L5 ²ŀƭƪΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǝƴƎ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
  
¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ мΦрƳ ŘŜŜǇ ǎƻƛƭ Ǉƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀǎ /ƭŜƳ {ǘǳǊƳŦŜƭǎ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƭƛŜǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
 

! ŦǊŜŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ƻǊ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Řŀȅ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ! ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭŀƴŘΚέ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǝƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ !ǇǊƛƭκaŀȅ нлмсΦ   
 

!ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛǎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ wƻǎƛŜ bŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ  ƧŀƴƛōǎϪǎƪȅƳŜǎƘΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ  

mailto:janibs@skymesh.com.au


 

  5  

¢ǊƛŎƛŀ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻũ ŦŀǊƳ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǎ ŀ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƛƳƳŜǊŀ ¦ƴƛǝƴƎ ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŬǾŜ 
ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƭŀƳō ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŜ {ǳũƻƭƪ ǎŜŜŘ 
ǎǘƻŎƪΦ  ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀǊǊŜ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ 
{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ {ƻƛƭǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ tŀǎǘǳǊŜǎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ ²ƻƻƭ 
.Ŝǎǘ [ŀƳō DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǝƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /C!Φ ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
[ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  aǳŘƎŜƎƻƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
[ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффоΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎΦ 

The Project Platypus Annual General Meeting and 

Landcare works tour were held on Friday the 9th of 

October.  At the AGM, we officially said goodbye to 

long serving Project Platypus Manager Leigh Blackmore, 

and welcomed Amanda Kilpatrick into the role.  Board 

member Lachie Greene stood down to focus on his 

Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarship.  We wish Lachie 

all the best, and thank him for his contribution to the 

board.  Richard Kelleher also stood down from the 

board, after four years of steering the strategic direction 

of Project Platypus as a valued board member.  We 

welcomed new board members Ange Turrell from 

Jallukar Landcare and Tricia Sweeney from Navarre 

Landcare onto the board.    

The Landcare works tour stopped in at the Iron Barks 

forest on the Stawell fringe where Bob Wallace spoke 

about the success of the Stawell Urban Landcare nest 

box project, and Stawell Urban Landcare member Julie 

Andrew spoke about the long running school Ironbark 

walk excursion they host annually. 

From there, we visited Lake Fyans, where a West 

Australian native, the Blue Bell Creeper, has the 

potential to threaten the rare candy spider orchid found 

in the area.  Project Platypus has received funding to 

spray the Blue Bell Creeper.   

Finally, Bernie Rudolph led a tour of an erosion control 

site in the six mile creek catchment which was 

undertaken in 2008. 

 

!ƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƛƭƭǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ όŀǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴ 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘύΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ !ƴƎŜ ƛǎ aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ DǊŀƳǇƛŀƴǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōǳǎȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 
ǘǊǳŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴǎΥ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƭƛŦŜέΦ Lǘǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎΦ  
 

!ƴƎŜƭŀ ¢ǳǊǊŜƭƭ 

¢ǊƛŎƛŀ {ǿŜŜƴŜȅ 
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A Word About the Wimmera Regional Landcare Forum - July 2015 
One of the main aims of the Wimmera Regional Landcare 

Forum was for Landcare groups to learn from and be 

inspired by each other.  A large component of the day was 

allocated to giving participants the chance to network and 

share ideas.  Recent Volunteering Western Victoria Regional 

Landcare award recipients Laharum Landcare Group kicked 

off proceedings by sharing some of their Landcare groupõs 

secrets to success, which included organising a range of 

events aimed at the larger community as well as school 

students. 

Mike Nurse is the manager of the Southern Otway Landcare 

Network.  Wimmera Landcarers were the first to hear 

about a framework Mike has designed that helps Landcare 

Groups and networks  self-assess where their strengths and 

weaknesses in capacity lie; and secondly to identify areas for 

improvement .  The logic behind the Landcare Resilience 

Framework is that if Landcare and its partners are better 

able to understand current capacity and the capacity building 

needs of Landcare Groups and Networks, then investment in 

capacity needs can be more targeted and groups and 

networks will be better supported to deliver on Natural 

Resource Management outcomes.  

Mikes presentation was well received and landcare staff 

across the Wimmera are happy to hear from groups who 

would like to trial the use of the framework. 

To finish the day, Graeme Hand provided plenty to 

contemplate with his presentation òImproving soil health at 

a profitó.  Graemeõs presentation provided an overview on 

profitable, regenerative management practices aimed at 

improving the health of stock, pastures and land; while 

increasing profit and managing workloads.  

It was great for Landcarers from right across the 

Wimmera.  We hope that the Wimmera Landcare 

community enjoyed their forum, and can return to their 

landcare groups with an array of fresh and inspiring ideas. 
 

Article written by Bronwyn Bant - Events Coordinator.   
Photos by Marty Schoo 
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The Perennial Pasture Systems (PPS) 

group recently completed their 7 th  

Annual Study Tour which took thirty 

five members for a weeklong visit to 

leading farms in New Zealand.  
 

PPS conducted its first study tour in 2009 

and it has ranged from one day visits to 

leading enterprises in Victoria to multi day 

interstate visits to S.A. and Tasmania; this 

year was the groupõs first overseas tour. 
 

PPS President Wayne Burton commented 

that òthe annual study tour is an important 

part of the PPS calendar; it a great learning 

experience as well as adding to the social 

fabric of the groupó. 
 

PPS was fortunate to obtain  assistance from 

Charlie de Fegely (a group member) who 

had great knowledge and contacts in NZ.  

Charlieõs assistance was invaluable in 

assisting PPS Project Manager Rob Shea in 

planning the tour. 
 

Wayne Burton also stated òit was great to 

have such a large group go to NZ, we all 

learnt a lot and will be producing a full 

report for the rest of our membersó.    
 

PPS flew into Wellington for a free night 

before heading to the Masterton area for the 

first two days of farm visits.  The first farm 

was the Warren familyõs Turanganui Romney 

Stud in South Wairarapa where they operate 

a large lamb, cattle trading and dairy cow 

enterprise. The group heard about the 

business including the comprehensive 

pedigree measurement in the stud and the 

impressive 170% lambing compared with the 

NZ average of 115%. A farm tour was then 

held with the magnificence of the views over 

Palliser Bay complimenting the productive 

pastures. 
 

It was then onto Pahautea Partnership, an 

equity partnership dairy farm managed by 

Matt & Tracey Honeysett. Their business 

structure created a lot of interest as did the 

dairy system.  
 

A big first day was completed with some jet 

boating on the Ruamahanga River before the 

PPS group were guests of the òShepherds 

Groupó (a mix of farmers and professionals 

servicing the farming sector) for dinner.  An 

early start was needed on day two as the 

groupõs first visit was the hill country farm of   

the Wairere Romey Stud:  a tour was taken 

along the ridges of the farm while observing  

 

operation. Fraser Avery gave a comprehensive 

overview of the farm before the group toured 

the lamb and trading operation conducted on 

lucerne pastures and hill country. The land type 

and rainfall was similar to that of many of the 

tour participants land in the upper Wimmera, 

so the Bonavaree farm visit created a lot of 

interest. 
 

After leaving the Averyõs it was a long but 

spectacular drive along the East Coast to 

Christchurch, a highlight of the tour especially 

for those of the group on their first overseas 

trip.  
 

Friday was targeted for pasture research and 

the first stop was Lincoln University where Dr 

Derrick Moot held the groupõs attention with 

his presentation on lucerne systems. PPS was 

so impressed that they have started discussions 

to bring Derrick to their annual conference 

next year. 
 

It was then onto the PGG Wrightson research 

facility where there was an inspection of 

individual grass plantings which were being field 

tested as one of the initial stages of new 

cultivar testing. A visit to a hybrid fodder crop 

testing trial was next before travelling to 

Marshdale where new pasture mixes are 

trialled under paddock conditions. 
 

A dinner and review session completed the day 

as tour participants started to come to terms 

with the amount of information that was 

gleaned during the week. The group had a 

chance to walk around Christchurch on the 

Saturday morning before the flight home and it 

became clear just how much devastation was 

caused by the 2012 earthquake. 
 

Although the tour was funded by the tour 

participants; PPS did receive support from 

Rural Finance, PGG Wrightson, Allflex, Quality 

Wool and the Glenelg Hopkins Catchment 

Management Authority through the Federal 

Govt National Landcare Program which helped 

offset some of the costs. 
 

PPS President Wayne Burton summed up the 

study tour by saying òit was a huge learning 

experience for us and the hospitality of the 

New Zealanders allowed us to visits farms at 

the highest end of the scale, we will take many 

lessons from them as well as being inspired by 

their dedication and pride in the agricultureó.   

 

 

the high level of management accompanied 

by views of snow-capped mountains not far 

away from Wairere. 
 

A drive down from the hill country led to 

the village of Wainuioru, where the group 

listened to Will Beetham in the local hall 

talking about his highly productive plantain 

based pasture system and his extensive 

record keeping vital to profitability of 

Beetham Pastoral. 
 

The final stop for PPS on day two was the 

òSpring Valleyó farm of Matt and Lynley 

Wyeth, where the group had lunch. A 

presentation by Matt was followed by Brian 

Eccles of Cash Manager Rural and a farm 

tour which rounded out the day. Spring 

Valley has an 1800 mm average yearly rainfall 

and has an intensive grazing system 

producing 10,000 lambs annually. A feature 

of the Wyethõs system was the indoor 

lambing of triplet bearing ewes and the large 

scale rearing of orphan lambs using 

colostrum from a nearby dairy farm. 
 

The day at òSpring Valleyó finished with a clay 

target and paintball challenge, the New 

Zealanders managed to win but official 

enquires showed the use of a steel clay 

target and frozen paintballs for the 

Australianõs round in scenes reminiscent of 

the infamous underarm incident. The good 

humour of all participants, NZ beer and a 

spit roast dinner ensured that there were no 

international incidents. 
 

On Wednesday the PPS tour headed for the 

South Island on the Cook Strait ferry where 

calm and picturesque sailing was enjoyed by 

all.   
 

It was back to business on the Thursday with 

a visit to the Dawkins family property òThe 

Pyramidó near the wine growing region of 

Blenheim. Chris Dawkins gave an 

entertaining talk before leading a farm tour 

around the property which included a 

recently acquired section which showed the 

country in a rundown state prior to weed 

control and pasture renovation. It was good 

to see the contrast so the group could 

understand what is needed to bring the 

country into full production. After travelling 

a bit further south the Avery farm 

òBonavareeó was reached; where Doug 

Avery had presented at the PPS conference 

in August so everyone was keen to see their  

Article by ROB SHEA  
PPS Manager  Ph 0438 521 357  
email : yadin@netconnect.com.au  
www.perennialpasturesystems.com.au  

 



 

  8  

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ 
bŜǘǿƻǊƪ !ǿŀǊŘ ōȅ IŜǊ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎȅ ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜ 
[ƛƴŘŀ 5Ŝǎǎŀǳ !aΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмр 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ Φ 

The Victorian Landcare Awards are held every two years to 

celebrate the achievements of landcarers in Victoria. òItõs a 

welcome chance for us to say thankyou to them.ó said 

Minister for Environment, Climate Change. 

In Victoria, there are currently 67 Landcare networks, 

comprised of Landcare and other community-based natural 

resource management groups that work together at a broader 

landscape level, so to be recognised at a state level given the 

number of networks is a great achievement.   

Over the life of Project Platypus approximately 2800 hectares 

of land has been revegetated with more than one million 

indigenous plants. On private land more than 3200 hectares of 

native vegetation has been fenced out to be managed for 

conservation. 

Each year more than 100 landholders work on revegetation, 

remnant vegetation protection, weed and rabbit control, 

erosion control and sustainable agriculture projects. Added to 

this large numbers of students and community volunteers 

assist on these projects each year. 

The native vegetation protection program undertakes 200 

hectares of revegetation and 100 hectares of remnant 

vegetation protection work each year. 

Project Platypus has helped shaped a culture of farmers in the 

upper Wimmera who regularly undertake environmental 

protection works with the aim of improving the regionõs 

production capacity and general environmental health. 

We also have a broad strategic objective to involve the wider 

community in Landcare activities. This means lots of farm 

visits, workshops, guest speakers and events for women in 

agriculture. The community plants outs, often with as many as 

250 volunteers, are also a great way to reach out to people 

and give them a chance to get involved.   

Further to winning the Wimmera Regional Landcare Network 

Award, Project Platypus volunteer Callum Nicholson received a 

Highly Commended Certificate for the Young Landcare Leader 

Award. Callum has been instrumental in organising a Plantout 

event each year over the last three years, and has helped us 

attract a new and large younger volunteer base from Melbourne. 

Project Platypus would also like to congratulate local farmer 

Simon Brady for receiving the sustainable farm practices award 

for the Wimmera region. Simon Bradyõs Jallukar Park enterprise 

is recognised as a leading example of how to achieve continual 

increases in production while demonstrating sustainable farming 

practices. 

 

 

 

 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ ²ƛƳƳŜǊŀ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
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Mark McKew - Individual Landcarer 

Mark has championed the Landcare movement in our region by promoting sustaina-

ble agriculture, conservation grazing, the value of group-based projects and learning.   

 

Fellow Landcarers have benefited from Markõs long-running involvement with Project 

Platypus, the Perennial Pasture Systems group and Crowlands Landcare Group, which 

he has supported strongly while running fine wool and prime lamb production as well 

as cattle near Mt Cole in the Pyrenees Ranges.   

 

Mark has supported revegetation projects to protect and improve biodiversity. He 

has established perennial pastures for improved pasture and practiced conservation 

grazing by late-start deferred and rotational grazing.   

 

His steep hill country has been managed to promote the establishment of native pas-

tures. Bare hilltops and active erosion gullies on his property were fenced out and 

revegetated.  

 

Mark has coordinated the control of problem weeds like gorse in his Landcare group 

area.  He also had greenhouse gas audits done on his farm, with the aim of being carbon neutral.  

Wimmera Regional Landcare Award Winners 

Project Platypus Upper Wimmera Landcare would like to congratulate the Wimmeraôs Regional Land-
care Award winners, announced as part of the 2015 Volunteering Recognition Awards! 

¶ Callum Nicholson - Young Landcare Leader 

¶ Laharum Landcare Group - Community Landcare Group 

¶ Mark McKew - Individual Landcarer 

Callum Nicholson - Young Landcare leader 
 
Over the last three years Callum has brought hundreds of young Melbourne-based, inter-

state and international volunteers to join forces with locals involved in Project Platypus com-

munity tree planting activities in western Victoria.   

 

He has achieved this by combining Landcare activities with ôBush Doofõ outdoor dance par-

ties.  Callum has developed social media and webpage resources to promote the Plant Out 

events, as well as flyers which were distributed to Youth Hostels and Backpacker accommo-

dation all over Melbourne.   

 

As a result of Callumõs initiative, participation in large scale revegetation activities has in-

creased, Project Platypus has linked with a new demographic, and urban-based young people 

have gained firsthand experience of farm life.  

 

Plant Outs have helped these young people understand the challenges many farmers face, 

breaking down negative stereotypes and perceptions of farmers as bad land managers.   

 

Importantly, Callum has been able to give hundreds of young people the opportunity to be proactive and be part of the solution to 

environmental problems about which they care about deeply. 

Laharum Landcare Group - Community Landcare Group 

Laharum Landcare Group has been an extremely important contributor to the collective Wimmera Landcare effort over many years.   

 

The presence and passion of the group was extremely important in the aftermath of the 2014 Northern Grampians fires.   

 

The group continues to deliver a large scale Sallow Wattle control project, high quality community events such as bat awareness 

nights, effective partnerships with a range of local organisations, and strong support for surrounding groups through the Local Land-

care Facilitator based at Laharum.  

http://vwv.org.au/volunteering-recognition-awards/about-the-awards


 

  10  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ 
ƘŜŀǊǜŜƭǘ ǘƘŀƴƪȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ tƭŀƴǘƻǳǘ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ōǊŀǾŜŘ ǿƛƴŘΣ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭŘ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜύ 
ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ нлΣллл ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 
²ƛƳƳŜǊŀ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ 
ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜ ŜũƻǊǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ  
DǊƻǳǇǎΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ ²ƛƳƳŜǊŀ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴǘƻǳǘǎΣ ǘƻ [ƛǾŜŦŀǎǘ /ŀŦŜΣ wŜŘ 
wƻŎƪ hƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘ tƭŀƴǘƻǳǘ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊ ŀǘ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ tƭŀǘȅǇǳǎ !ƭ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ 
ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 




