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Put the dates in your diary now and join us for a
great weekend at the 2010 Project Platypus
Plantout. Volunteers will assemble at the Moysto
Recreation Reserve Saturday Morning and they
be taken to the planting site. A BBQ lunch will be
provided on site, and volunteers will be taken bac
to the recreation reserve at about 5pm. A roast
dinner will be provided and volunteers will be
entertained by local musician Drew Sutherland.
Camping is available at Moyston for those who ar
willing to take on the cold for the full Plantout
experience. Showers and breakfast will also be
provided. On Sunday teams will head back out a
for a half day of planting before returning to the
Moyston Recreation Reserve for rolls and a hot ¢
of soup to finish off
Plantout back out at Moyston and we look forwarg
to working with the enthusiastic Moyston Landcar
Group to make this another successful year.
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On Grounds Works- Update
The main Plantout site is a 4.5 km stretch of Georges Creek from MoyS$tifaura Lemeieatts Ljpsais
Road to MoystorDunkeld Road, right through the middle of the Historic Barton Statio Funding Highlights
A strip of vegetation averaging 70 metres in width will be established resulting in mu
environmental and production benefits.

lan and Camilla Shippen bought Barton Station le
than two years ago and are already taking steps to

rehabilitate degraded areas that will have positive NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
impacts on both water quality and biodiversity. Save postage, paper, CO? from
The Station Manager, Norman Hunt made contact processing and transporting!
with Project Platypus Works Coordinator, Bernie Receive your Project Platypus
Rudolph almost 12 months ago with an interest in newsletter by email
protecting some natural regeneration of red gums.
After a bit of a look around the property, Bernie
and Norman soon identified an ideal site for
environmental works to be undertaken.

Events Calendar

The plantout area forms part of the most northern
‘reaches of Victoriads B4
has been modified by recent (<1.7 million years

& ago) volcanic activity leading to lava flows in filling

i many of the palaewalleys east of Moyston. These
lava filled areas are referred to as the Basalt Plains
% and they mostly occur south of the divide.

- - % Only 21km?2 of Basalt Plains occur north of the
D|V|de The pIantout site, at Georges Creek is not only part of this small area, but is
very close to one of the eruption points of this relatively recent volcanic activity.
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Project Platypus Update Leigh Blackmore

Géday,
Great to see things nice and green this Autumn, | etdmsn hop
an increase in weed germination rates, many species that

During Autumn we lost our Upper Wimmera Landcare Coordinator, Victoria Leeke who moved to Western Australia to take up

a position in the wine industry. On behalf of the Landcare community | would like to thank Victoria for her contribution,
especially in supporting Landcare Groups in the Upper Wimmera Catchment. Funding for Landcare Group Support is uncertain
this stage and we have engaged Michelle Simpkin to assist Cathy in supporting groups to see out the end of the financial year
Mi chell e brings with her a background in Natural Resceur ce
on board in the Project Platypus Team. | will contact all groups before the end of June when things become clearer, tegether
can then work out a way forward to achieve the best possible outcome for Landcare Groups of the Upper Wimmera Catchment.

It has been great to see s0 much activity among Landcear e
what exactly has escalated this activity, but it dadythbsekel y
driving members who make things hapg@ewell done. During now and the end of June we are encouraging all groups to develop
an action plan of things that they would like to achieve over the next year ordwhus will help steer groups in the directiothat

they would like to go and will enable Project Platypus to help where help is needed.

In this edition of the Upper Wi mmera Landcare Newsllagdut er
at Moyston. I f you have been along before, then t bome even
along and experience the weekefd few words to sum it up are unique, enjoyable and rewarding.

If you would like to be more involved in Landcare and Project Platypus, then please make contact and we can look at potential

projects on your land, volunteering opportunities, involvement in

planning and governance or we can help get you in touch with
your local Landcare group.

Thanks

F v

Leigh Blackmore,
Project Platypus Manager

Landcare Group Plantings Bermie Rudolph

Is your group keen on having a fun tree planting activity? We have a number of
smaller sites throughout the Upper Wimmera Catchment, suitable for a Landcare group plant-
ing in June and July this year.

Please contact Cathy or Bernie as soon as possible for more information, or to express your
interest in your group getting involved (03) 5358 4410.

Perennial Pasture Systems Update Rob Shea PPS

ONION GRASS MANAGEMENT WORKSHOPS: EverGraze and the Dept of Primary Industries are combining to present

a series of three workshops on the management and control of onion grass in pastures. The workshops are part of theeEvergra:
Supporting Site project which has a demonstration paddock
Ararat on Thursday May 6 with a session on the life cycle of onion grass and chemical control options as well as coMiering soi
tility and interpretation of soil tests.

At the first session participants brought a soil sample from their focus paddock and received a complimentary soil tésifas pa
the program. Session two wild.l be held on June 10 anmd wil
and changing soil fertility to manage onion grass as well as looking at the costs and methods of establishing newTestures.
third and final session on October 12 will consist of paddock visits to review and analyse the impact of onion grasgoomntrol
grams as well as looking at future management practices.

The cost of the program is $110 (including GST) per farm enterprise and provides course notes, lunch and morning teasas well
the soil test of participantés own focus paddock. For fur
521357.

*

PPS e a
ok
State Government Department of

PERENNIALP) 7 SYSTEMS E\ye rG roze Vlctorla Primary Industries

..... More livestock from perennials
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Engaging Small Landholders in Landcare PI‘OjeCt Jane Marriot

The Landcare Groups participating
Landcareod6 project have all hel d

identification skills to property management planning and mapping. A [

light of the 3 workshops was the water watch activity in which there wa
; . k4 lot of interest. Joel Boyd

- from the Wimmera CMA

A enthused the Northern

Grampians Landcare

§ Group and they have

_ pIatypus monitoring in
their area. | believe a
platypus was sighted at
their first session!!!!
Planning for the three Walking Track projects is underway and two of the
groups have held their first working bee at their walk site. Moyston marked
=, over 30 warrens that will be ripped in their proposed walk area and similarly
SRR S - <28 weeds were marked for subsequent removal. A small group finalized the walk
route and began working on points of interest. Another group is pIanmna,-
and constructing the picnic table. Morning tea and a BBQ lunch ensure
morning was an enjoyable social activity also.
Northern Grampians Landcare, the Progress Association, Horsham Co&"' X
and Project Platypus are partnering to work on their walking track. At thigesi
first working bee, the weed infested section near the Mt William Creek
bridge was targeted for a makeover. Mulch from chipping branches was
to smother grassy weeds. Work to determine the route of the walk was
finalized and points of interest designated. An-addo the walk will be a §
ride section that extends into the National Park. o~
Bl ack Rangeds first wd Mayiamd@taveekand
Black Range residents joined the growing number of people who have ¢
covered a delightful bushland reserve on the edge of Stawell through w§
Pleasant Creek flows in wetter months. The vegetation in the area is lar
grassy woodland and one of the jobs at the working bee will be to stop t
spread of weedy grasses. Eradicating rabbits and upgrading tracks will be another priority. Installing a picnic tabig,amnggrad
signage of the track will take place at following working bees.
This project has been made possible by funds received fro
as part of the Victorian Wimmera CMA Landcare Program., the aim of the projects is to encourage new landho
to join in and volunteer for a feel good landcare project. Jobs range from designing sig
building picnic tables and weeding. Anyone who would like to be involved can ring Profg
Platypus on 5358 4410.

* .4 Department of
Sustainability LANDCARE

and Environment  NAGI[®JZ{FAN

Tax Concessions Barry Curtis

Australiads tax system is designed to achieve diffeussnt p
to change existing behaviours or to generate new ones. The ability to claim a deduction for different types of environmental
expenditure through the tax system provides an incentive to undertake that expenditure. Examples of specific provisions whic
benefit the environment include those dealing with the deductibility of expenditure, whether capital or revenue, on Landcare
operations, environmental protection activities, the rehabilitation of mining and quarrying sites and the conservation and
conveyance of water.

The Landcare provisions allow immediate deductibility for expenditure to prevent and fight land degradation and to cbnitsol sa
or assist in drainage control.

If you purchase an item which is primarily for the purpose of conserving or conveying water you can claim a deduction for the
decline in value of the item in equal instalments over three years. These items include dams, earth tanks, undergrqund tanks
concrete or metal tanks, tank stands, bores, wells, irrigation channels, pipes, pumps, water towers, windmills and ertensions
improvements to any of these.

To claim a deduction for Landcare operations you must spend money on eradicating animal pests, destroying weeds, preventing
combating land degradation, erecting fences to keep out animals to limit land degradation and assist land reclamatign, erecti
fences to separate different land classes in accordance with an approved land management plan or constructing a levee or
constructing drainage works to control salinity or assist in drainage control. If you trade as a partnership, the deduetions
available to the individual partners in accordance with their interest in the affected land. All of the information shawhao

been drawn from the web sitesww.ato.gov.awhere you can access more detail about the matters discussed above.

Project Platypus News: No. 31 Autumn 2010 3


http://www.ato.gov.au/

Project Platypus On GroundWorks - Update Bernie Rudolph

Rabbit Control Works: David and Sean continue to work with their Landcare groups using 2nd Generation Landcare funds to
control rabbit numbers within the Upper Catchment. To compliment our Landcare group works, the Ararat Rural City Council
have provided funding and contracted Project Platypus to control rabbits on roadsides in some areas of the shire. Most of th
works have been ripping, with some areas of cultural heritage significance being only able to be fumigated. We witl ioléow u
few weeks time to gauge our success with these works.

Weed Control Works:  Colin and any available volunteers have also been using 2nd Generation funding to continue with our
weed control program. The targeted species at the moment are gorse, blackberry with an emphasis being on returning to areas
that we have sprayed previously. This has proved to be very successful with most areas having some regrowth or newtsmall pl
ready to be dealt with. We have also been contracted by a few Landcare groups to do some specific weed spraying for them.

Grampians to Pyrenees Biolink: _Most sites are progressing well towards another successful planting season. Fencing and
ripping are well under way and by July all sites should be ready to plant.

Equipment Hire: Check out our website atvww.platypus.org.ador equipment hire prices. A 20% discount applies to all
landcare group members.

Plantout 2010 continued from page 1

Georges Creek begins near Wills Hill in the Rocky Point Area and flows west before turning north and entering the true\WWibiamh
Creek just north of Barton Station in Moyston West. This creek adds a fair amount of salt and sediment into the systewegathr
tion work along the creek will go a long way to addressing these issues.

This work is part of a bigger project that Project Platypus are undertaking in partnership with the Wimmera CMA as partedéhnal

Government s Caring fTthbe QumwmjE@acunt sycRidgdamhe 6Grampians to
vegetation between these two major areas of remnant ©Wtrest.
Paper for Land and Biodiversity at a time of climate changed

To assist in making Plantout a great weekend SP Ausnet and Landcare Australia will be sponsoring this everit yeathe &
row. Project Platypus recently gave a presentation to the staff at SP Ausnet and there was much interest in gettingebut of M
bourne and coming down for the weekend.

This year we have also partnered up with an arts and sustainability festival in Melbourne called Seven Thousand Odlks. As par
this festival a bus load of volunteers will come down from Melbourne and help plant out this site. This is a great clmimge to
city folk out to a working farm who may not otherwise have this opportunity.

Registration forms can be found on linevatvw.platypus.org.aar ring the office and we can send one out to you.

Fact File: What Plant Is That? Jane Marriott

Red Box s REfErENCE BOOKS - Quite often people bring plant specimens they want identified in to
: ik ‘ the office. Many of these specimens are weeds. There are a variety of references for identify-
ing weeds. The free Wimmera Weetkck series is a good place to start. A copy is available
from the Project Platypus office for your perusal. If you are serious about weeds you may
wi sh to purchase 06d&irldguidedar 8cAustralid by MaeeeBibad which
is very comprehensive and well set out.
There are also numerous web sites which provide information and photos to aid identifica-
~ tion, particularly if you know a common name for a weed.
When it comes to identifying eucalypts and other large trees the best and cheapest reference
/is Costermans o0 Native Trees and Shrubs ol
version is an ideal glove box book with maps, sketches and descriptions which allow easy
identification. A larger version with a more extensive shrub list is also available.

\(7/ Knowing more about our wonderful flora can enhance your enjoyment and appreciation of
LS, our bush.
WeedID -l s a goosesds foot cl ammy

Who is responsible for common names for plants? The 2 common name options for a plant th
prevalent this summer Clammy Goosefoot or Small Crumbweedare certainly colorful. Several
landholders bought in specimens of this plant which had responded prolifically to our summer
fall and came up thickly in disturbed areas. Its botanical na@ledsopodium pumilibich is a type
of saltbush. It is native to a number of areas in Australia, but where it comes up thickly as a re
disturbance it is classed as an environmental weed. It is very difficult to control as it forms and
small crumb like seeds very quickly which will regenerate thickly the following year.
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Upper Wimmera Landcare Groups Update

Black Range: President: Peter Brazier Secretary: Jane Marriott

Held small landholders workshop with SULC (13th March) had an excellent turnout. The group held a working bee at SikeReRoC
serve on 9th May with an excellent day had by all. Another working bee is planned for 6th June. The group will dppdg tbrough
the next round of Second Generation Funding in June.

Concongella: President: Malcolm Nicholson Secretary: Phil & Trudy Hall
Have secured Second Generation 2010 funding of $18,000 to carry out weed and rabbit control works. Hosted Carbon Crazy Work-
shop on 24th March.

Crowlands President: Shane Molloy Secretary: Harold Thomas

Have secured Second Generation 2010 funding of $18,000 to carry out weed and rabbit control works. David Jochinke Sduffeaid

& Horsham Farmer) spoke to a crowd of around 25 at the AGM. Steven Start stepped down as President and Shane Molloyh®sok on
role.

Elmhurst: President: Doug Boatman Secretary: Geoff Penna

Have secured Second Generation grant of $23,000 to carry out rabbit ripping control work. 1080 baiting campaign suockssfll a
organised about 20 participants, but rain may have interfered. Mark Farrer from DPI and Bernie Rudolph gave presentatieadson
Secured Ararat Rural City Council grant to build equipment shed.

Great Western: President: Ross McGregor Secretary: Paul Dakis

Have secured $9984 through 2010 Second Generation Landcare funding to go towards rabbit and weed control. Held adtéthtrip
Greends to |l ook at erosion and rabbit control work. gvid N
undertaken by Project Platypus in the Great Western area. Excellent turn out and presentation.

Jallukar: President: Wayne Burton Secretary: Annette May

Have secured $16,620 through 2010 Second Generation funding to spend on rabbit control works. Have committed to a project a
Mill erds Creek and have been successful in receiving $8,000
Landsborough: President: Daryl Leslie Secretary: Greg Dean

Gained $6,440 through 2010 Second Generation funding to be spent on rabbit and weed control works. Contracted Projecs Rlatypu
facilitate rabbit control. Have begun Landcare mapping.

Moyston: President: Adam Merrick Secretary: Madeline Townsend
Have secured $11,490 through Second Generation funding for 2010 for rabbit and weed control works. Held a small landioolders
shop based around the Mine Walk on 20th March.

Navarre: President: Colin Snooks Secretary: R & L Kelleher
$15,000 secured through Second Generation funding for 2010 for rabbit and weed control works.

Northern Grampians: President: Ewan Letts Secretary: Leanne Jackman

Small landholders workshop was held, had some interest from participants to hold a FarmPlam21 course in the area. TWélNéoont
Creek Walk Reunion and BBQ was held on 16th May, the time capsule was buried and the Mt. William Creek book launchedtoHoping
follow up on the strategic planning session held earlier in 2009 with a letter drop of groups new focus to all houseti@dsda.

Stawell Urban: President: lan Nicholson Secretary: Cathy McDermott

The Moonlight Sands historical research is complete and signs are being drawn up. Applied for grant for whipper snigipsmszvad
and other tools and equipment through Volunteer Grant 2010. Held a site tour of Sisters Rocks Reserve, and have askeah@ack
LC group to steer walking track project and SULC will attend and assist with working bees.

Celebrating a 15 Year Partnership Jane Mariot

continuing sponsor GWM Water. The publication will reflect the growth of the Project Platypus organization and the
positive role that GWM Water has played in this development. If you have any anecdotes or photos of before or after
works that were completed with GWM Water funding send them ASAP to Jane Marriott who is compiling the docu-

GWM\WNater ment

I Project Platypus is presently researching and documenting the 15 year!! partnership we have had with our first and

Funding Highlights

Title/Provider Grant Detail/ Aims Closing Date Value

Landcare Develop The fund is designed to help cover Landcare group costs for field days, group presentations,

ment Grants guest speakers, group tours etc. and deliver assistance quickly and directly to the areasasfgoing $2,500
need
Farm Improvemen Essential ecosystems services in a changing climate 30-Junl0 $1,000

Grant
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SlX Mlle Creek Hlke Bernie Rudolph

Despite the title, our recent walk of the Six Mile &deek
over three days to make our journey easier and much more enjoyable for everyone concerned. The first day was our toughest
. y : day as we traversed the ridge tops overlooking the Six

Starting with 19 keen walkers on Thursday 8th April, we
set off at about 9.30am. The decision to walk along the
ridge tops was proven to be a good one with many com-
“¥ ments as to the spectacular views, interesting vegetation

and overall view of the Landcare works in the catch-
ment.

¥ A lunchtime welcome by Ron Coburn, in the form of a
campfire and some logs to sit on was appreciated as was
the ever persistent mobile toilet being carefully towed
by Ingrid Rudolph.

Ron walked with us after lunch to enlighten us with

many stories of the past and present regarding his prop-
erty. Walking up the last hill for the day, certainly found
Sout those people who donot
daily routine.

We arrived at a stone hut, built and owned by Rod and
Chrissy Moran, at around 3.30pm. Tents were erected,

a fire was lit inside, a BBQ was prepared using meat supplied by the Moran family, all as Mick Moran entertained ustaxigls his

of the Bulgana area. A trip to the top of his hill just before sunset was a highlight for most. Breathtaking views rafintp&@s

from Mt Zero to Dunkeld, Stawell, the Black Range and Pyrenees Ranges had everyone captivated, they were not in any hurry t
return for a BBQ prepared by the best chef around.

An evening of merriment followed with some people
retiring quite early, while others stayed to listen to Barry
Clugstonds recorded bird calls.

The next morning saw us walking by about 9.30am with
a few less people due to prior commitments. Mick
Moran, once again guided us for the first section, high-
lighted by his native grass and introduced grass ID ses-
sion, all delivered to an interested group beside the re-
mains of an old stone chimney. From there, we were
joined by lan Gibson who became our guide as he
walked and talked us through his section of the Six Mile
Creek. As along term resident of the area, his knowl-
edge of the impact of Landcare work within the catch-
ment was a valuable insight into real value of on ground

works.

Late morning saw rain start to fall as we approached

Leon Gibsonds shed. This became a welcome |l unch spot

as rain was beginning to fall harder and harder. With

about a 11/ 2 hour walk to Phil Hal |l 6s wool shed, the offer

was made to everyone, to either walk or be driven to the shed. Most opted to walk in the rain and subse-
guently on arrival we were wet through. A change of clothes, a glass or two of red and the wet afternoon
was soon forgotten.

Four members of the Concongella Landcare Group, Malcolm Nicholson, George Holden and Larry

McClean saw to it that no one went hungry with a BBQ and salads well prepared by the group. With the wet afternoon a few
people slept in the woolshed so the next morning all the snorers were alerted to the noise they made throughout

the night.

Bacon and eggs were on the menu for our last morning as once again we headed off walking by about 9am. Larry
McLean joined us on his section of the Six Mile Creek and once again having local landholder knowledge was invalu-
able as Larry pointed out several scar trees and spoke of finding other evidence of cultural occupation.

Larry was the last landholder to join us as we headed for our destination of the Wimmera River. We arrived at
the river about 2pm to find a good flow of water coming down as a result of an 80mm thunderstorm around the
Glendhu area a few days before.

After congratulating one another and taking more photos and reflecting on the pleasure of such a journey, we all
headed home.

| would like to thank Ingrid for making sure the toilet was always available to us at those convenient times.
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